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When hunters talk about guns, you will doubtless hear the name Merkel, sooner or later. What is this 
mystique about the only major manufacturer in Suhl, the cradle of Germany’s hunting guns tradition? 
At Merkel, we not only nurture the time-honored practice of handcrafted quality – we also produce bar-
rels, stocks and all other working parts in house. Our mastery of each of these key processes differentiates 
us from most other manufacturers around the world. The most important element, however, is Merkel’s 
people, whose passion, enthusiasm and outstanding professionalism underscore what Merkel stands for: 
technically advanced, elegant hunting guns.
Enjoy our catalog, and many thanks for your interest in our products.

Olaf Sauer

CEO of Merkel Jagd- und Sportwaffen GmbH, Suhl

T he town of Suhl and the name 
Merkel are symbols of the 

advanced school of hunting firearm 
production.
The tradition is rooted in the 16th 
century: the House of Merkel has been 
an autonomous company since 1898. 
Right up to the present, the Suhl guild 
of master gunmakers enjoys an out-
standing reputation around the world. 
The gunsmith’s technical school is 
Germany’s only training center for 
engraving. Where else but here can 
legendary gunmaking craftsmanship 
experience a modern renaissance?

(Top) Successful pioneers: Karl Paul 
Merkel, Emil Wagner, Adolf Schade, 
Gebhard Merkel
(Left) Even today, the shop is still part of 
factory in Suhl.

Giving hunters the freedom to choose 
from countless technical solutions and 
options is fundamental to our concept 
of what constitutes a personalized 
hunting rifle. This results in a product 
spectrum that spans from the over-
and-under guns that made Merkel 
world-famous over a hundred years 
ago, to the KR1, which represents the 
state of the art.
Merkel hunting guns are distinguished 
by their superb quality craftsman-
ship and technical sophistication. We 
set the bar high, and it shows in the 
perfection of the designs and our .
meticulous attention to detail.

		  Suhl’s experience since 1898 and  
		  the pleasure of attaining goals.
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Precision: Our automated factory processes are based on state-of-the-art manufacturing technology and advanced .

materials. A modern quality control system and advanced measuring methods ensure that we always meet our customers’ 

expectations of a Merkel.  

Precision is just as important for the parts made by hand: classic gunmaking and quality craftsmanship – from the ideal 

marriage of wood and steel to intricate engravings. 

Shooting performance, operation and safety: Precision is entrenched in the nature of hunting. 

Precision: We are talking about the 
little things.

�
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P recision. The concept is central 
to any discussions about hunting 

guns and how they are made. Modern 
measuring techniques, digitally con-
trolled machine tools, laser technol-
ogy: These are the foundation of the 
ultimate manufacturing and quality 
assurance process.
In the final analysis, it is the develop-
ment and manufacturing methods that 
provide new sources of inspiration for 
the design, ergonomics and function-
ality of a ‘hunting rifle’ product.

State-of-the-art CNC machining centers 
at Merkel: Basic parts and functional 
components are machined to the highest 
standards of precision and quality.

Precise integration: locking housing and 
action assembly on a KR1.

Care, experience and leading-edge technology.

Electrical discharge machining makes it 
possible to mass produce small parts and 
complex shapes; for example, shaped  
openings in receivers.

Modern quality control processes accompa-
ny a Merkel at every stage of manufactur-
ing. Digital measuring technology and an 
efficient methodology guarantee precision 
and reliability for the hunt.

�

A Merkel is made for  
a perfect day of hunting.
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M achining barrels not only 
requires an installed base of 

specialty machinery; the essential ex-
pertise is also very specific and resides 
only among a very select group of 
gunmakers.
No wonder many renowned manufac-
turers around the world use barrels 
made by Suhl-based Merkel for their 
guns. Nowadays, all of Merkel’s barrels 
are cold forged, which ensures maxi-
mum precision and service life.

Steps on the road from round steel to bar-
rel: The inside face of a forging is ground 
down until the surface roughness is less 
than 2µm. The actual cold forging and 
machining of the outer contours follows.

The components from the metal and wood-
working shops are married in the assembly 
area.

Laser technology is used on the wood:  
sophisticated patterns can be produced 
with the highest precision.

The barrel: where precision starts. Precise steps to a perfect finished product. 



Variety. Every hunter is different. Each has a different style.

There are many different ways to make the optimum hunting rifle, but only one solution is right for a particular hunter.

Variety. Manual cocking and self-cocking. Single, double and triple locking systems as well as bolt-action systems. .

Anson-Deeley locking mechanism, Blitz locks, side locks. Single triggers with and without selectors, finely tuned triggers, 

one step triggers, set triggers, double triggers. Extractors and ejector systems that can be deactivated. Soldered barrel .

bundles, adjustable and non-adjustable, free floating barrels in over 30 caliber sizes. Claw mount, pivot mount, tilt-up 

mount. Only Merkel makes them all. 

Type of game and method of hunting, mountain, field, forest and stream: Variety is part of the nature of hunting. 

Choices:
be prepared. 
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V ariety is not merely a feature of 
Merkel hunting guns – it is also a 

reflection of the way they are manu-
factured. Typical of a Merkel is the 
dependable craftsmanship wherever 
there is a focus on exclusivity and cus-
tomization. The finesse of traditional 
gunsmiths in practicing an art form 
combined with technical expertise 
remains as fascinating as ever.

Barrel makers
For traditional, multibarrel guns, the 
process of joining the barrels repre-
sents the ultimate skill in gunmak-
ing. It is the key to establishing how 
well the barrels will ultimately shoot 
together. Merkel has mastered classic 
soldering. The result is slim, elegant 
barrel sets that blend perfectly into the 
overall appearance of the entire gun. 

... the devotion and pride  
with which it was made.

Actioners
Typical of a Merkel is the huge selec-
tion of different locking systems: 
depending on the model, customers 
can choose between side lock models, 
Anson-Deeley systems, Blitz locks and 
single- or multi-lock hand cocking 
systems.

Wherever it makes sense, the systems 
are equipped with ejectors, some 
of which can even be deactivated. 
Merkel’s actions are not only true 
classics, they are also among the most 
rugged and long-lasting ever .
conceived. Hunters can choose be-
tween conventional bottom bites, Jäger 
tilted block, Greener or Kersten cross 
bolt systems. Experienced gunsmiths 
use finesse and skill to ensure that all 
Merkel components work in perfect 
harmony.

When you hold a Merkel,  
you feel a little bit of …



Personality. Hunting as a lifestyle choice leaves a unique imprint on every hunter. With a love of nature, responsibility 

and respect for the earth’s creatures, the hunter in turn leaves an imprint on hunting itself. 

When choosing a particular hunting firearm, whether it be a unique technical variation or some specially personalized 

design, hunters reveal their hunting style – and also a part of their personality.

Pleasure, decision-making and responsibility: Personality is part of the nature of hunting.

Personality:
knowing the difference. 

17
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Enhancing fine guns: 
the artist’s signature

Priceless intricate detail work on high-
quality, traditional hunting guns: Stocks 
made by an experienced stock maker, 
together with fine, hand-cut checkering.

S tate-of-the-art manufacturing 
technology and centuries-old 

handiwork: at Merkel they are seam-
lessly and uniquely blended.
Engraving is without a doubt the most 
well-known hunting-gun ornamen-
tation. The combination of master 

craftsmanship and artistic talent lend 
an individual quality and appearance 
to a gun.
About a dozen engravers and master 
engravers, most from the academy in 
Suhl, artistically decorate Merkel guns 
using a hammer, burin and chisel. 
Each individual idea and every style, 
from deep relief to fine bulino, is 
skillfully etched into the scene by our 
engravers.
A Merkel hunting gun is always the 
perfect picture of total harmony. 
Selecting wood for the stock that 
matches the engraving style adds the 
final touch to the finished gun.
Our stock makers and engravers regard 
each Merkel as a precision work of art 
designed to suit a personality.

Color case hardening:  
a certified Suhl tradition.

T his traditional surface treat-
ment is a particularly important 

Merkel specialty. During harden-
ing, leather charcoal is used to create 
an expressive blue to golden brown 
marbled surface. Merkel has fashioned 
an age-old method reminiscent of al-

chemy into a controlled and monitored 
process.
Hardly anyone can resist the captivat-
ing charm of this age-old technique, 
particularly since the resulting colors 
can never be exactly predicted. Color 
case hardening is as unique and per-
sonal as a fingerprint.

19
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T he innovative design of the 
Merkel KR1 leaves a lasting 

impression right from the start. The 
short configuration of the action is 
emphasized by the shape of the design. 
The entire lock and chamber area is 
covered by the form-fitted action hous-
ing. The design not only looks good, 
but also protects the system from con-
tamination due to external elements 
such as dirt and mud.
With an overall length of less than one 
meter, it is one of the most compact 
rifles available today.

The new KR1 has been systematically 
designed to meet all practical hunt-
ing needs. The short bolt, short bolt 
movement and small angle of rotation 
are all modern innovations which  
characterize this new system. Fast 
reloading and reliable shooting are 
easy with this responsive rifle. 

KR1 ‘Jagd’ model

The Merkel KR1 bolt-action rifle:
	 a face that stands out from the crowd.
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Short stroke bolt action and small  
rotating angle: enables quick reloading 
while on target.

W ith a design that breaks new 
ground in ergonomics and 

aesthetics, the Merkel KR1 has won 
over many hunting enthusiasts in a 
very short span of time.

E	 Action
Short stroke bolt action for out-
standing response and short  
overall length.
Small opening angle for fast  
repeatable shooting. 

E	 Receiver
Heavy, reliable rotary bolt head 
with six locking lugs. Tested to 
8000 bar.

E	 Safety
The three-way safety allows the 
chamber to be opened in the center 
position while still in safety mode. 
When the safety is in its most rear 
position, the bolt is locked as a 
safeguard to prevent inadvertent 
opening or loading.

E	 Trigger
Combination trigger with set 
trigger. The optimum trigger for 
any situation.

E	 Caliber
‘Short’, standard and magnum 
calibers.

E	 Genuine left-handed design
Ergonomics for all hunters in every 
design variation (option).

The solid rotary bolt head is based on six 
locking lugs in the barrel.

Three-position safety Merkel KR1, optional left-handed version

Merkel KR1 ‘Weimar’ model

KR1 Bolt-Action Rifle
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This configuration also ensures 
that axial forces generated by the 
shot are completely absorbed by 
the base. This guarantees maxi-
mum shooting stability. The  
locking mechanism noticeably 
snaps into place when mounting 
the scope, which precisely  
determines the proper position.

E	 Magazine for unloading
The magazine is located above the 
trigger on this short-action system. 
Merkel developed a practical 
solution to allow the user to quick-
ly detach the magazine. The cover 
pivots downward so that the  

magazine can be easily removed. 
In this position the gun is safe 
and the set trigger is automatically 
disengaged.
For many hunters, this is one of the 
KR1’s prized design features.
It enables them to easily and safely 
comply with the laws regarding 
transportation of firearms.

E	 Reloading
The large, easily accessible load-
ing port makes it easily to reload 
quickly, even when the scope is 
mounted on the gun.

KR1 Bolt-Action Rifle

E 	Compact transport dimensions 
The rifle can be easily disassembled  
into small modular components 
for compact transport – ideal for 
travelling to hunting venues.

E	 Caliber change
Changing calibers on the Merkel 
KR1 is safe and easy due to its inno-
vative modular design. This feature 
gives this rifle added versatility to be 
modified for use in all conditions and 
for hunting a variety of game species. 
Frequent disassembly or caliber 
changes have no effect on the point 
of impact of the rifle. The barrel is 
easily removed with a hexagonal 
wrench. There are modular locking 
bolt heads and magazines for the 
various caliber groups which can 
easily be matched with the desired 
caliber of the barrel to be installed.

E	 Scope mount
The KR1’s SAM (Suhl tilt-up) 
features a very low line of sight. 
The entire mounting base is 
located on the barrel so that disas-
sembly and re-assembly of the rifle 
do not affect the point of impact. 

KR1 ‘Jena’ model with 565mm barrel
Stock with Bavarian cheek piece and double groove

Compact and elegant:
		  innovative design, enhanced ergonomics and versatile features.
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From standard to specialized: every option for real-world needs. 

W hether your focus is on the 
essentials or your first choice 

is personalization – the selection 
of models ranges from those with 
all-time favorite features to specialty 
configurations suitable for very specific 
uses.
It goes without saying that custom 
specifications for further optimiza-
tion or specialization can also be 
met. By choosing from a broad range 
of modular options available for the 
KR1, hunters can configure a rifle that 
fulfills the many wishes that stem from 
purely personal preferences and ideas.
Every technical KR1 feature is 
available without restriction for the 
standard model.

KR1 ‘Contest’, fluted barrel, 615mm long

KR1 Standard
Hunters who use a KR1 Standard 
are ready for a broad range of real-
world hunting conditions. Even the 
‘Standard’ lives up to every promise of 
this modern design.

KR1 Contest
The KR1’s accuracy has delighted 
many hunters. The KR1 ‘Contest’ 
model is an ideal match for ambitious 
shooters who participate in competi-
tions. The KR1 ‘Contest’ is also in its 
element whenever the hunt involves 
extreme distances and requires 
ultimate accuracy. 

The 22mm diameter, 615mm long 
fluted barrel is available for select 
calibers and ensures the highest 
possible consistent accuracy over large 
distances. There is no provision for 
open sights on the barrel for this rifle 
model.

KR1 ‘Standard’, with 565mm barrel length 

KR1 Bolt-Action Rifle

KR1 Standard

KR1 Contest



30 31

KR1 Bolt-Action Rifle

KR1 Stutzen

KR1 Jagd

T he eyes have joined the hunt. 
Not only technical preferences, 

but also personal style is reflected in a 
hunting rifle.
The KR1’s modular concept makes 
it easy to custom-configure the rifle; 
however, certain features are exclu-
sively limited to specific models.

Perfect form: the muzzle section of the 
KR1 ‘Stutzen’.

KR1 ‘Stutzen’
The perfect configuration for the KR1 
with a short barrel: the KR1 ‘Stutzen’ 
with classic full stock. The select wood 
and the fine checkering underline the 
striking line of this compact rifle. The 
gun is perfectly formed and has its 
own distinct character.
This model is offered exclusively as a 
standard caliber version with a 515mm 
barrel from the ‘Premium’ model 
onward.

KR1 ‘Stutzen’ Premium model

KR1 ‘Jagd’ model

KR1 ‘Jagd’
The KR1 ‘Jagd’ model is not only 
elegant, but also very practical. The 
discrete oak leaf engraving and the 
fluted barrel, together with the pre-
mium stock impart a clear, balanced 
line to the rifle.
Besides the compact 515mm barrel 
length, the KR1 ‘Jagd’ is equipped 
with a driven-hunt sight with inte-
grated light elements and a rubber 
gunstock pad.
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F rom the practical KR1 ‘Standard’ 
to the ‘Weimar’ – the hunting 

gun’s configurations and custom 
options are limited only by the user’s 
imagination when it comes to person-
alizing and refining the rifle.

KR1 ‘Standard’ model
Quality walnut stock with hog back 
comb without cheekpiece.

KR1 Standard ‘Black’ model
Bolt carrier shroud and trigger plate in 
a deep black matte finish. 

KR1 ‘Premium’ model
Bolt carrier shroud and trigger plate 
with light arabesque engraving, select 
walnut stock with hog back comb and 
Bavarian styled cheek piece. 

KR1 ‘Jagd’ model
Hand-engraved, oak leaf pattern on 
the bolt carrier shroud and trigger 
plate, select grade walnut stock with 
hog back comb and Bavarian styled 
cheek piece.

Fluted 515mm barrel with driven-hunt 
sight.

Almost endless possibilities: KR1 options

KR1 ‘Jena’ model
Hand-engraved arabesque pattern on 
the bolt carrier shroud and the trigger 
plate. Locking bolt and trigger gold 
titanium nitride plated.

Highly figured walnut stock with hog 
back comb and Bavarian styled cheek-
piece with classic double fold profile.

KR1 ‘Weimar’ model
Round contoured bolt carrier shroud 
is ornately hand-engraved with two 
game scene motifs and optional trim 
on the trigger plate.

Gold titanium nitride detailing 
on the bolt head and trigger 
are among the high-end  
features of the KR1 ‘Jena’ 
and ‘Weimar’ models.

 
Locking bolt head and trigger gold 
titanium nitride plated. Highly figured 
walnut stock with rosewood forearm 
tip, hog back comb and Bavarian 
styled cheekpiece with classic 
double fold profile.
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pe 515mm barrel length 565mm barrel length 615mm barrel length

Standard Fluting Standard Fluting Octagonal Standard Fluting Contest

‘Short’ caliber group
.222 Rem, .223 Rem

1 p p P p p 3 3 P

The locking bolt head must be interchanged to switch to the next caliber group.

‘Standard’ caliber group
.25-06

2 3 3 P p 3 3 3 3

6.5x55SE, 7x57,  8x64S 2 p p P p 3 3 3 3

.243 Win., 7mm08 Rem 3 p p P p 3 3 3 3

.270 Win, 7x64, .30-06, 8x57IS 2 p p P p p 3 3 3

 9.3x62 4 p p P p p 3 3 3

.308 Win. 3 p p P p p p p P

The locking bolt head must be interchanged to switch to the next caliber group.

‘Magnum’ caliber group
 7mm Rem. Mag., .338 Win. Mag.

5 3 3 p p 3 P p 3

.300 WSM 6 3 3 p p p P p 3

.300 Win. Mag. 5 3 3 p p p P p 3

.270 WSM 6 3 3 p p p P p 3

P Standard	           p Option		  3 not available				     Additional specifications:
	 Magazine capacity: 3+1, for short Magnum calibers 2+1
	 Overall length: from about 98cm
	 Weight: about 2.9kg (Depends on caliber and wood density)

Changing calibers is quick and easy by 
interchanging barrels and magazines. 
It is important to remember to select 
the proper sized locking bolt head 
which is matched to the proper caliber 
group.

Three barrel lengths and three differ-
ent barrel contours are available for 
each KR1, depending on the caliber.

‘Contest’ fluted barrel
extra heavy, precision barrel, 22mm 
diameter, 615mm long only available 
on KR1 ‘Contest’ model. 

Octagonal barrel
An elegant octagon barrel is an avail-
able option for all KR1 models.

Fluted barrel
A particularly attractive feature avail-
able for every KR1 is a fluted barrel. 
The technical advantages of a fluted 
barrel include lower weight and better 
heat dissipation. 

Specifications and options
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A passion for single shot:
				    Merkel single shot rifle with  
				    legendary Jäger tilted block breech.

Merkel K2 ‘Weimar’ 
model, the Carpathian rifle

T he single shot ‘Merkel’ with 
the legendary Jäger tilted block 

breech – conceived and patented in 
Suhl in 1906.
This breech action is extremely rugged 
and long-lasting.
Responsive and light, it is the dream 
rifle for stalking deer, and is well suited 
for hunting in rugged mountainous 

regions.
 

Even hunters who primarily use a 
high stand are being captivated in ever 
increasing numbers by Merkel’s single 
shot rifle. The compact length makes it 
particularly advantageous in confined 
hunting stands. 

By 1906, Franz Jäger from Suhl 
had patented the tilted block 
breech for single shot rifles.
This breech action exhibits abso-
lutely no resistive torque and safely 
absorbs all forces. The design of this 
gun is also highly suited for high-
pressure calibers. Using the light 
metal Dural for the receiver does 
not detract from the mechanism’s 
longevity in any way.
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Merkel Single Shot Rifle

K1 Single Shot Rifle

K1 ‘Stutzen’ Single Shot rifle

I n addition to an outstanding 
breech action, Merkel single shot 

rifles are designed with a whole series 
of technical features that are consist-
ently oriented towards real world 
hunting needs. 

E	 Locking mechanism
Single lock hand-cocking system 
with an automatic safety device 
that, while opening, automati-
cally de-cocks the gun. The lock 
is cocked only immediately before 
the shot by means of the easy-to-
operate thumb slide and is then 
ready to be fired.

E	 Breech action
Receiver made of  durable light-
weight Dural with Jäger tilted 
block breech. Completely 
torque-free and extremely rugged.

E	 Trigger
Finely tuned adjustable trigger: 
The trigger weight can be adjusted 
using a small lever located on the 
trigger guard.

E	 Scope mount
All single shot K1 and K2 rifles  
are equipped to accept the quick 
detachable SSM (Suhl pivot 
mount).

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

Merkel K1 single shot rifle
Calibers: .222 Rem., 5.6x50R Mag., 
5.6x52R, .223 Rem., .243 Win., 
6.5x57R, 6.5x65R, .257 Weath. Mag., 
.270 Win., .270 Weath. Mag., 7x57R, 
7x65R, .300 Win. Mag., .308 Win., 
.30-06, .30R Blaser, 7mm Rem. Mag.
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 101cm
Weight: approx. 2.5kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel K1 ‘Stutzen’  
Enhanced compact design with full 
stock, two-piece forearm. Driven hunt 
sights with integrated light elements.
Available from ‘Jagd’ model.  
Calibers: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., 
.270 Win., .308 Win., 7x57R, .30-06, 
8x57 IRS
Barrel length: 50cm
Overall length: approx. 91cm
Weight: approx. 2.5kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

K1 ‘Standard’ model
Quality walnut stock with simple 
border engraving.

K1 ‘Premium’ model
Sides and bottom with English style-
engraving, trigger plate arabesque 
engraved. Select walnut stock.

K1 ‘Jagd’ model
Sides and bottom with English style 
and arabesque engraving. Trigger plate 
engraved with choice of game motif. 
Fine-grained walnut stock.

A summary of other options available 
for the K1 models starts on page 54.

Merkel K1 ‘Suhl’ model single shot rifle

Merkel K1  Stutzen single shot rifle, ‘Jagd’ model
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Merkel Single Shot Rifle

Merkel K2 the ‘Carpathian rifle’

M erkel developed the K2 
‘Carpathian rifle’ in response 

to requests from many hunters for a 
somewhat heavier rifle. This exquisite, 
traditionally styled rifle is also easy to 
shoot when using heavier calibers. 

E	 Features
The design of the Merkel K2 is the 
same as that of the K1 single shot 
rifle. The K2 is available from the 
‘Jagd’ model onward.

E	 Receiver
The K2’s steel action and the 
octagonal barrel make for a well-
balanced rifle that is a little heavier 
than the K1.

E	 Barrel
The octagonal barrel is a 
distinctive feature of the K2 that 
emphasizes the traditional line of 
this ‘Carpathian rifle’.

Merkel K2 ‘Carpathian rifle’ 
Caliber: 7x65R, .300 Win. Mag.,  
.308 Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser,  
7mm Rem. Mag., 8x57 IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 101cm
Weight: approx. 2.8kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

A summary of other options available 
for the K2 models starts on page 54. 

K2 ‘Jagd’ model
Sides and bottom with English style 
and arabesque engraving. Trigger plate 
engraved with choice of game motif. 
Fine-grained walnut stock.

Single shot Merkel K2 ‘Jena’ model

Single shot Merkel K2 ‘Weimar’ model
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Merkel ‘Super Light’ over and under guns:
					     top design and performance.

A telling name. Merkel’s super 
light over and under series 

– responsive lightweights featuring 
manual cocking and Dural action. The 
SLII and SLIII shotgun/rifle combi-
nations are for everyday range shoot-
ing. The B2 ‘Bergstutzen’ is for rifle 
specialists. All models are equipped 
with Merkel’s single lock manual 
cocking system. The heart of the over 
and under B3 rifle is the double lock 
manual cocking system with a single 
trigger.

The practical demands of hunting 
set the standards for the quality and 
performance of these guns. The design 
proves that practicality and beauty can 
go hand-in-hand.

Merkel SLII over and under combination 
rifle/shotgun ‘Suhl’ model
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M erkel’s SLII over and under 
shotgun/rifle combination 

has everything expected of a range 
companion. Excellent responsiveness 
thanks to the slim design and light 
weight, outstanding shooting per-
formance and last but not least, a high 
degree of safety thanks to the single 
lock manual cocking system.

E	 Locking mechanism
Single lock hand-cocking system 
with an automatic safety device 
that, while opening, automati-
cally de-cocks the gun. The lock is 
cocked only immediately before the 
shot by means of the easy-to-oper-
ate operating thumb slide and is 
then ready to be fired.

E	 Breech action
Dural receiver, bottom bite.

E	 Trigger
The finely tuned trigger eliminates 
the need for a set trigger.

E	 Barrel set
The rifle barrel is free-floating and 
pivots on a muzzle guide bushing. 
This guarantees high precision and 
excellent heat dissipation.

E	 Interchangeable barrel
An interchangeable barrel for the  
two caliber rifle/rifle combination 
‘Bergstutzen’ can be mounted as 
an option.

E	 Scope mount
Designed to accept the quick de-
tachable SSM (Suhl pivot mount).

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

Merkel SLII
Shotgun caliber: 20/76
Choke: 1/1,  
for steel shot 1/2
Rifle caliber: .222 Rem., 
5.6x50R Mag., 5.6x52R, .223 Rem., 
6.5x55 S.E., 6.5x57R, 6.5x65R, 
.270 Win., 7x57R, 7x65R, 
.308 Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser, 
8x57 IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 100cm
Weight: approx. 2.9kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

A summary of other options available 
for the SLII models starts on page 54.

SLII ‘Standard’ model
Quality walnut stock and simple 
border engraving.

SLII ‘Premium’ model
Sides and bottom with English-style 
engraving, trigger plate arabesque 
engraved. Select walnut stock.

SLII ‘Jagd’ model
Sides and bottom with English and 
arabesque engraving. Trigger plate 
engraved with choice of game motif. 
Fine-grained walnut stock.

Merkel SLII over and under combination rifle/shotgun  
‘Erfurt’ model

Merkel ‘Super Light’

SLII Over and Under Shotgun/Rifle Combination
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Accurate, light and responsive – 
 these are the salient features 

of Merkel’s B2 two caliber rifle/rifle 
combination ‘Bergstutzen’. The 
optional interchangeable rifle/shotgun 
barrel opens up universal possibilities 
throughout the entire hunting season.

E	 Locking mechanism
The design is the same as that 
of the Merkel SLII combination 
rifle/shotgun.

E	 Barrel set
The upper, small rifle barrel is 
mounted in a carrier bracket and 
can be adjusted in relation to the 
larger caliber.

E	 Interchangeable barrel
A rifle/shotgun interchangea-
ble barrel can be mounted as an 
option. 

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb.

Merkel B2
Small caliber: .22 Hornet, .222 Rem., 
5.6x50R Mag., 5.6x52R
Large caliber: 6.5x57R, 6.5x65R, 
7x57R, 7x65R, .30-06, .30R Blaser, 
8x57 IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 100cm
Weight: approx. 3.2kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

B2 ‘Standard’ model
Quality walnut stock and simple 
border engraving.

B2 ‘Premium’ model
Sides and bottom with English-style 
engraving, trigger plate arabesque 
engraved. Select walnut stock.

B2 ‘Jagd’ model
Sides and bottom with English style 
and arabesque engraving. Trigger plate 
engraved with choice of game motif. 
Fine-grained walnut stock.

A summary of other options available 
for the B2 models starts on page 54.

Merkel B2 ‘Bergstutzen’ , ‘Jagd’ model

Merkel ‘Super Light’

B2 ‘Bergstutzen’
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Merkel SLIII, 
‘Jagd’ model

T he hunting rifle for experts: 
Merkel‘s SLIII combination 

rifle/shotgun for time-tested 12-gauge 
shot, with manual cocking and tilted 
block breech.

E	 Locking mechanism
Single lock manual cocking system 
the same as SLII.

E	 Breech
Jäger tilted block breech, breech 
block can be removed without 
tools.

E	 Trigger
The finely tuned trigger eliminates 
the need for a set trigger.

E	 Barrel set
The rifle barrel is free-floating and 
pivots on a muzzle guide bushing. 
This guarantees high precision and 
excellent heat dissipation.

E	 Insert barrels
Thanks to the extremely rugged 
tilted block breech, the SLIII 
can be used without restriction 
for insert barrels – even for large 
calibers.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

Merkel SLIII
Shotgun caliber: 12/76
Choke: 1/1 (1/2 for steel shot)
Rifle caliber: .222 Rem., 5,6x50R 
Mag., 5.6x52R, .223 Rem., .243 Win., 
6.5x57R, 6.5x65R, 6.5x55 SE, 
.270 Win., 7x57R, 7x65R, .308 Win., 
.30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57 IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 102cm
Weight: approx. 3.2kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

A summary of other options available 
for the SLIII models starts on page 54.

SLIII ‘Standard’ model
Quality walnut stock and simple 
border engraving.

SLIII ‘Premium’ model
Sides and bottom with English-style 
engraving, trigger plate arabesque 
engraved. Select walnut stock.

SLIII ‘Jagd’ model
Sides and bottom with English and 
arabesque engraving. Trigger plate 
engraved with choice of game motif. 
Fine-grained walnut stock.

Merkel SLIII over and under shotgun/rifle combination  
‘Weimar’ model

Merkel ‘Super Light’

SLIII Over and Under 

Shotgun/Rifle Combination
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Merkel B3 over and under 	
combination gun
Caliber: .30-06, .30R Blaser, 
8x57IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 55cm
Overall length: approx. 97cm
Weight: approx. 2.9kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density) Merkel B3 ‘Jagd’ model

Compact, gray receiver with hunting 
scenes and quality walnut stock.

Merkel B3 ‘Premium’ model
Gray action with long side plates, 
arabesque engraving. Stock made from 
select walnut.

Merkel B3 ‘de Luxe’ model
Black action assembly trigger guard, 
stock and side plates made of high-
quality wood. Fine checkering.

T he opportunities for a hunter 
on European driven hunts often 

demand quick reaction and an imme-
diate second shot. The new B3 over 
and under rifle is particularly suitable 
for this type of hunting. It is short, 
light and very responsive.  

E	 Locking mechanism
The manual cocking system with 
two locks allows the B3 to be 
decocked and safely carried. The 
top sear levers and safety catch 
levers provide added safety. The 
gun is automatically decocked 
when the breech is opened. This 
makes it possible to quickly reload 
and recock the rifle.

E	 Breech
Very rugged Jäger tilted block 
breech. Breech block can be 
removed without using any tools.

E	 Trigger
Adjustable single trigger, optional 
set trigger.

E	 Barrel
Length: 55cm. Low weight thanks 
to soldered design.

E	 Sights
Driven hunt sight with integrated 
light elements.

E	 Scope mount
Designed to accept the SAM  
(Suhl tilt up mount).

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb, rubber gunstock pad.

B3 ‘Jagd’ model over and under rifle

B3 ‘de Luxe’ model over and under rifle

Merkel ‘Super Light’

B3 Over and Under Rifle with Double Lock
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A Question of Style

Options for Merkel Single Shot Rifles

and ‘Super Light’ Over and Under Guns

A rich selection of engraving 
pattern styles and a variety of 

stock options are available for Merkel’s 
‘super light’ models and single shot 
rifles.
What is common with each model, 
is the way the engraving and wood 
are carefully combined in harmony 
to create a work of art based upon a 
unified theme and style.

‘Jena’ model
Fine-chiseled hand engraved, two-ani-
mal motif per side, arabesque, oak-leaf 
or ‘old German leaf’ infill. Engraved 
breech end of barrel and trigger guard. 
Walnut with excellent grain pattern, 
and finely carved checkering.

‘Weimar’ model
Finely chiseled hand engraved, two-
animal motif in relief on each side. 
Arabesque, oak-leaf or ‘old German 
leaf’ infill.
Choice of infill and animals. Engraved 
breech end of barrel and trigger guard. 
Stock finely carved to complement the 
infill style. Select burled walnut.

‘Erfurt’ model
Ornamental side plates, finely chiseled 
hunting scenes of up to four animial 
motifs on each side and one animal 
motif on the underside of the receiver. 
Choice of infill and animals. Fully 
engraved trigger guard and breech end 
of barrel. Stock made of finest walnut 
with fine checkering. Silver pistol grip 
cap with monogram.

‘Suhl’ model
Ornamental side plates, intricate relief 
engraving of up to four animals on 
each side and with a game motif in 
relief on the underside of the receiver. 
Choice of infill and embellishments. 
Breech end of barrel fully engraved 
with fine gold border; gold-plated 
triggers. Exhibition grade stock made 
from luxurious burled walnut with 
strongly contrasting grain and finest 
chiseling. Silver pistol grip cap with 
monogram.

Jena, Weimar, Erfurt and Suhl:
			   a choice of deluxe models.
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Merkel series 2000 over and under guns. 
		   Suhl classics. 

I n 1898, the world quickly took 
notice when Merkel began the 

manufacture of their classic over 
under.This was the first time that 
traditional skilled craftsmanship was 
combined with modern automated 
manufacturing techniques to pro-
duce premium grade double guns 
in large quantities. These guns were 
technically unsurpassed and posessed 
incredible handling characteristics as 
well as a classic look and perfect form. 
Painstaking craftsmanship is the only 
method that can recreate this 
unmistakable form, and it 
is still utilized to 
produce the 

Merkel 2000 over under models of 
today. The latest model now offers 
a choice between a conventional self 
cocking system, normally found on 
shotguns, or the Merkel Duo manual 
cocking system which is ideally suited 
for combination guns and double 
rifles.

	
This 2002E custom 

over and under shotgun has a color 
case hardened action with gold inlaid 
birds, surrounded by silver inlaid oak-
leaf-arabesque and floral embellishments, 
repeated on the barrel breech and top lever, 
together with deep-chiseled oak leaves on 
the receiver.

59
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particularly responsive and elegant 
shotgun.

E	 Matched shotgun pairs
Merkel makes matched shotgun 
pairs in all variations for commit-
ted shotgun hunters. 

Merkel 2000E
over and under shotgun
Quality walnut stock with  
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving.
Caliber: 12/76, 20/76, 28/70
Choke: improved cylinder - 1/2,  
1/4 - 3/4, 1/2 - 1/1
Barrel length: 71cm (cal. 12), 68cm 
(cal. 20, 28)
Overall length: approx. 112cm  
(cal. 12), approx. 109cm (cal. 20)
Weight: from 3.1kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density) 

Merkel 2001E 
over and under shotgun
Same as 2000E, except with ‘Jagd’ 
game scene engraving and select wal-
nut stock.

Merkel 2002E
over and under shotgun
Same as 2000E except with game 
scene ‘Jagd’ engraving on ornamental 
side plates, select walnut and three-
piece forearm.

T hese classic over and under 
shotguns are perfectly designed 

for hunting or sporting clays. There 
are almost no limits to the available 
individual customization options. 
Choices for triggers, stock shape, bar-
rel configuration, ejectors that can be 
deactivated – this gun system has every 
component needed to individualize 
the configuration. Your authorized 
dealer will be pleased to assist you with 
the various available options.

E	 Locking mechanism
Modified Anson-Deeley locks.

E	 Breech
Kersten cross bolt with adjustable  
bite plate.
Solid and long-lasting.

E	 Trigger
Crisp single non-selective trigger.

E	 Safety
Manual safety with intercepting 
safety sear.

E	 Ejectors
Standard equipment. Option for 
deactivation available. 

E	 Receiver
The steel receiver is perfectly scaled 
to the bore diameter which gives 
every Merkel model 2000 a slim 
profile and excellent handling 
characteristics.  

E	 Stock 
Stock with pistol grip, with or 
without cheek piece. Optional 
straight stock.
A painstakingly hand-crafted 
three-piece forearm is also avail-
able as a stylish feature for this 

Custom Merkel 2000E over and under shotgun 
with color case hardened ‘Prince of Wales’
pistol grip and three-piece forearm.

Merkel 2002E over and under shotgun with hand 
engraved game scenes and single selective trigger.

Series 2000 Over and Under Guns

Over and Under Shotgun
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P ersonal customization is part of 
the series 2000 shotgun’s style.

Even the basic versions have not only 
the necessary practical features, but 
also a lot to offer when it comes to 
appearance. This includes the finely 
handcrafted matching engravings on 
the grip, forearm catch, trigger guard 
and top lever.
Of course all hunting scenes are hand 
engraved, with a wide choice of animal 
motifs.

Merkel 2000E
‘Small arabesque’ engraving, (color case 
hardening is an upgrade)

The table gives an overview of the 
most frequently requested features and 
options. Your authorized dealer will be 
pleased to assist you with the selection 
of options such as interchangeable  
barrels, chokes, steel shot proofing, 
stock style, custom engraving, etc.

Merkel 2001E
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving, choice of 
game motifs

Merkel 2002E
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving on 
ornamental side plates

12/76 caliber 20/76 caliber 28/70 caliber

2000E 2001E 2002E 2000E 2001E 2002E 2000E 2001E 2002E

12 caliber receiver P P P 3 3 3 3 3 3

20 caliber receiver 3 3 3 P P P P P P

Barrel length 71cm 71cm 71cm 68cm 68cm 68cm 68cm 68cm 68cm

Ejectors that can be deactivated p p p p p p p p p

Single trigger P P P P P P P P P

Selectable single trigger p p p p p p p p p

Adjustable-length single trigger p p p p p p p p p

Double trigger p p p p p p p p p

Three-piece forearm p p P p p P p p P

‘Small arabesque’ engraving P 3 3 P 3 3 P 3 3

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving 3 P P 3 P P 3 P P

Ornamental side plates 3 3 P 3 3 P 3 3 P

P Standard	           p Option		  3 not available

Key options and features
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I ts versatility makes the Merkel over 
and under combination rifle/shot-

gun the ideal gun for all-round use. 
The traditionally soldered barrel set 
not only saves weight and provides 
good balance, it also gives the Merkel 
over and under its characteristic slim 
line. The system with two locks makes 
this gun extremely versatile.

E	 Locking mechanism
The Merkel ‘Duo’ manual cocking 
system with two locks combines 
the features of a self-cocking and 
a manually cocked gun. It is not 
cocked until immediately prior to 
shooting. If no shot is fired, the 
gun is simply decocked. If the 
cocking slide is left in the forward 
position after shooting, the gun is 
immediately ready to shoot after 
it is reloaded. There is no need to 
recock. 

E	 Breech
Rugged steel action with Kersten 
bolt and adjustable bite plate. 
Extremely well suited for insert 
barrels, even large caliber ones. 

E	 Trigger
Single trigger with selector and set 
trigger. Particularly advantageous 
with the insert barrel mounted, 
because the set trigger can also be 
used to shoot the upper barrel.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

Merkel 2010D over and under
combination rifle/shotgun
Quality walnut stock with  
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving
Rifle caliber: .222 Rem., 5.6x52R, 
.243 Win., 6.5x55, 6.5x57R, 7x57R, 
7x65R, .308 Win., .30-06,  
.30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 9.3x74R 
Shotgun caliber: 12/76, 20/76 
Barrel length: 60cm 
Overall length: approx. 101cm 
Weight: from 3.4kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel 2011D over and under
combination rifle/shotgun
Same as 2010D, except with ‘Jagd’ 
game scene engraving and select 
walnut stock.

Merkel 2012D over and under
combination rifle/shotgun
Same as 2011D, except with 
ornamental side plates, very nicely 
grained walnut stock and three-piece 
forearm.

Merkel 2011D over and under combination rifle/shotgun

Series 2000 Over and Under Guns

Over and Under Combination Rifle/Shotgun
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T he 2000 series over and under 
combination rifle/shotguns of-

fer everything you need to make this 
time-tested combination even more 
universal. For example, the optional 
self cocking system is clearly very 
interesting for anyone who frequently 
uses an over and under shotgun with 
an interchangeable barrel.
The exquisite handcrafted features 
make every Merkel over and under a 
showpiece that appreciates in value 
over time. Of course all hunting scenes 
are hand engraved, with a wide choice 
of animal motifs.

Merkel 2010D
‘Small arabesque’ engraving

The table gives an overview of the 
most frequently requested features and 
options. Your authorized dealer can 
assist you with any questions regarding 
options such as, interchangeable 
barrels, chokes, chokes suitable for  
use with steel shot, buttstock 
configurations, custom engravings, 
etc.

Merkel 2011D
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving, choice of 
game motifs

Merkel 2012D
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving with 
ornamental side plates

12/76 shotgun caliber 20/76 shotgun caliber

2010D 2011D 2012D 2010D 2011D 2012D

Self-cocking system, manual safety p p p p p p

Merkel Duo manual cocking system P P P P P P

Single set trigger P P P P P P

Double trigger with front set trigger p p p p p p

Over and under combination gun interchangeable barrel p p p p p p

Bergstutzen interchangeable barrel p p p p p p

Over and under shotgun interchangeable barrel p p p p p p

‘Small arabesque’ engraving P 3 3 P 3 3

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving 3 P P 3 P P

Ornamental side plates 3 3 P 3 3 P

P Standard	           p Option		  3 not available 

Key options and features
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O ver and under rifles with classic 
elegance and traditional quality 

– yet they have all the attributes of 
modern technology.

E	 Locking mechanism
The Merkel ‘Duo’ manual cocking 
system with two locks combines 
the features of a self-cocking and 
a manually cocked gun. It is not 
cocked until immediately prior to 
shooting. If no shot is fired, the 
gun is simply decocked. If the 
cocking slide is left in the forward 
position after shooting, the gun is 
immediately ready to shoot after 
it is reloaded. There is no need to 
recock. 

E	 Breech
Long-lasting, rugged steel action 
with Kersten bolt and adjustable 
bite plate.

E	 Trigger
Single trigger with set trigger. For 
fast double shots without moving 
the hands and precision shots from 
a high stand.

E	 Ejectors
Available as an option

E	 Barrel set
Classic soldering for outstanding 
balance and a slim profile.

E	 Muzzle adjustment
For vertical and horizontal align-
ment of the barrels with one an-
other. This feature can be utilized 
to regulate both barrels to the 
same point of impact when chang-
ing ammunition or optical sights 
without the need for resoldering.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

Merkel 2020D 
over and under rifle
Quality walnut stock with  
‘simple arabesque’ engraving
Rifle caliber: 7x57R, 7x65R, .308 
Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 
9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 101cm
Weight: from 3.6kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel 2021D
over and under rifle
Same as 2020D, except with ‘Jagd’ 
game scene engraving and select 
walnut.

Merkel 2022D
over and under rifle
Same as 2021D, except with 
ornamental side plates, very nicely 
grained walnut stock and three-piece 
forearm.

Merkel 2022D over and under rifle

Merkel 2020D over and under  
rifle

Series 2000 Over and Under Guns

Over and under Rifle
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M odern technology is not the 
only feature that sets the series 

2000 rifle apart. What gives these fine 
guns a special charm are the classic 
lines and the outstanding handcrafted 
quality.
It goes without saying that the rifles 
in this series can all be individually 
customized. All hunting scenes are 
hand engraved, with a wide selection 
of animal motifs.

Merkel 2020D model
‘Small arabesque’ engraving

The table gives an overview of the most 
frequently requested features and op-
tions. Your authorized dealer will be 
pleased to assist you with the selection 
of any options such as, interchangeable 
barrels, stock styles, custom engravings, 
etc.

Merkel 2021D model
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving, choice of 
game motifs

Merkel 2022D model
Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving with 
ornamental side plates

2020D 2021D 2022D

Merkel Duo manual cocking system P P P

Self-cocking system, manual safety p p p

Action based on 20 gauge frame P P P

Action based on 12 gauge frame p p p

Single trigger with set trigger P P P

Double trigger with front set trigger p p p

Muzzle adjustment P P P

‘Bergstutzen’ interchangeable barrel set* p p p

O/U combination rifle/shotgun interchangeable barrel* p p p

O/U rifle interchangeable barrel p p p

‘Small arabesque’ engraving P 3 3

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving 3 P P

Ornamental side plates 3 3 P

P Standard	           p Option		  3 not available		  * in connection with double trigger with set trigger

Key options and features
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Merkel 303E
custom configured:
Fine English scroll engraving on 
chiseled base, select hand polished, 
high-grade walnut stock.

T he mystique of the Merkel brand 
originated with the classic Model 

303E sidelock over under. This model 
has been at the forefront of gunmak-
ing excellence since the early 20’s of 
the last century. The gunsmithing 
concept at that time was: merge the 
best design solution for all individual 

features to produce the 
perfect hunting gun. 

In addition to the solid Kersten 
breech, the distinguishing features of 
this model include a double conven-
tional bottom bite and finest jeweled 
side locks with excellent triggers.  
This sophisticated masterpiece is 
made piece by piece in the tradition of 
classic gunmaking. Connoisseurs can 
instantly recognize the time and effort 
that is required to produce these fine 
handcrafted and stylish over and under 
guns.

For those who want only the best:
Merkel side locks flat chiseled hunting scene 
with carved background (custom model), 
inner parts with jeweled finish.

Merkel side lock over and under guns:
				    the charm of a great era.
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Concealed quick detachable side-lock 
connector screw for removing the side-locks 
without tools.

The classic extended underlug protrusion 
of the double coventional bottom bite.

Elaborately detailed stock from highly 
figured luxury grade wood with hand-
crafted contoured folds.

Merkel 303E 
over and under shotgun
Caliber: 12/76, 20/76, 28/70
Choke: Improved cylinder - 1/2,  
1/4 - 3/4, 1/2 - 1/1
Barrel length: 71cm (cal. 12),  
68cm (cal. 20, 28)
Overall length: approx. 114cm  
(cal. 12, 16), approx. 111cm (cal. 20)
Weight: from 3.2kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

S pellbinding handcrafted precision 
and exclusive configuration are the 

salient features of these unique Merkel 
guns. Because they are almost com-
pletely hand made, hunters can add 
custom options at will.
On a real hunt, the responsiveness, 
reliability and precision of these 
showpieces stand out.

E	 Locking mechanism
Handcrafted and finest side locks 
with concealed side-lock connector 
screw.

E	 Breech
Solid, long-lasting Kersten breech 
with double conventional bottom 
bite.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger with an excellent 
characteristic – typical for side 
locks.

E	 Safety
Manual safety with intercepting 
safety sear.

E	 Ejectors
Standard equipment.  

E	 Engraving
Rich ‘English-style arabesque’ 
with chiseled base, medium scrolls, 
engraved breech end of barrel.

E	 Stock
Highly figured luxury grade 
walnut, pistol grip or English 
styled stock and three-piece 
forearm. Handcrafted to individual 
specifications.

E	 Matched shotgun pairs
Merkel makes matched shotgun 
pairs in all variations for commit-
ted shotgun hunters. 

Merkel 303E over and under shotgun
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Side Lock Over and Under Guns

Over and Under Shotgun
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Merkel 313 over/under
combination rifle/shotgun
Rifle caliber: .222 Rem., 5.6x52R, 
6.5x57R, 7x57R, 7x65R, .308 Win., 
.30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 
9.3x74R
Shotgun caliber: 12/76, 20/76
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 103cm
Weight: from 3.5kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel 323E double rifle
Rifle caliber: 7x57R, 7x65R, .308 
Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 
9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 103cm
Weight: from 3.7kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Side Lock Over and Under Guns

Over and Under Combination Rifle/Shotgun

Over and Under Double Rifle

M erkel side lock O/U guns can 
be freely combined in any 

configuration: both the 12 and 20 
gauge receivers accept interchangeable 
rifle/shotgun or double rifle barrel 
assemblies.

E	 Features
This over and under series has 
exclusive features.

E	 Ejectors
Available on request.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheekpiece and hogback 
comb design.

The game scene engraving on this 323 over 
and under double rifle features a herd of 
gnu fording a river in Africa. 

Border engravings are ‘English-style 
arabesque’, and are standard for all the 
guns in this series.

Merkel 323E over and under rifle,  
game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving 

Merkel 313 over and under combination 
rifle/shotgun
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Merkel side-by-side shotguns:
		  you have one more wish.

An extraordinary shotgun: Fully covered 
with fine ‘English scroll’ with exquisite gold 
inlaid game scene medallions. Sharply cut 
motifs on the trigger guard and barrel 
breech ends harmoniously compliment the 
engraving style.

S ide-by-side shotguns are very 
popular, and not only with 

traditionalists. The elegance and 
finesse of these fine guns highlight 
their classic lines. Hunters will find 
this side-by-side a light and remark-
ably responsive gun with outstanding 
shooting performance.

The forged action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite underscores the robust-
ness of the Merkel system. Merkel 
forges the receivers in three sizes to 
match the three available calibers. This 
is one reason every Merkel side-by-
side shotgun has such a slim, balanced 
appearance.
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50E side-by-side shotgun 
with fine handcrafted gold 
inlays of pheasants and thistle-leaf 
ornamentation over the action and 
barrel breech.

C lassic among classics, the Merkel 
Model 40E and 50E side-by-side 

shotguns represent all the qualities  
discerning sportsman seek in fine 
double guns. These models are avail-
able in 12, 16 and 20 gauge versions 
with a variety of attractive options to 
choose from. 

E	 Locking mechanism
Anson Deeley lockwork with 
cocking indicators to show when 
the locks are cocked.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long-lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger, single trigger 
available as an option. 

E	 Safety
Automatic safety.

E	 Ejectors
Standard equipment.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock 
Stock is available as a traditional 
straight type or with pistol grip 
and cheek piece.

E	 Matched shotgun pairs
Merkel makes matched shotgun 
pairs in all variations for commit-
ted shotgun hunters.

Merkel 40E
Quality walnut buttstock.
Caliber: 20/76, 16/70 
(based on 20 caliber), 12/76
Choke: improved cylinder - 1/2,  
1/4 - 3/4, 1/2-1/1
Barrel length: 71cm (cal. 12, 16), 
68cm (cal. 20)
Overall length: approx. 113cm  
(cal. 12, 16), 110cm (cal. 20)
Weight: approx. 3.1kg (cal. 12), 
2.8kg (cal. 16, 20)

Merkel 50E
Same as Merkel 40E, except with  
ornamental side plates and ‘simple 
arabesque’ engraving, stock made from 
select walnut.

Merkel 50E side-by-side shotgun, game scene ‘Jagd’ model,  
stock with pistol grip and cheek piece

Merkel 40E side-by-side shotgun, ‘game scene Jagd’ model,  
single selective trigger, oil-finished straight stock

Merkel Side-by-Side Shotgun

Merkel 40E

Merkel 50E
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Merkel Side-by-Side Shotgun

Merkel 41E

Merkel 41E
Same specifications as Merkel 40E, 
remarkably slim 28-caliber based 
receiver. 
Caliber: 28/70, .410
Choke: improved cylinder - 1/2  
(cal. 28), 1/2-1/1 (cal. .410)
Barrel length: 71cm
Overall length: approx. 113cm
Weight: approx. 2.5kg 

Options:
Stylish stock, select wood and 
individualized engraving details 
are attributes that make this shotgun 
a true showpiece. 

T he Merkel 41E is the perfect 
side by side for those who prefer 

a lightweight and elegant small bore 
shotgun. The petite design is char-
acterized by the 28 caliber receiver 
frame, and a  slim stock profile with 
matching grip and forearm. Luxury 
grade wood is available as an option.
 

E	 Features
The Merkel 41E’s specifications 
and features are the same as for the 
Merkel 40E.

Merkel 41E side-by-side shotgun, game scene ‘Jagd’ model, oil-finished straight stock

Merkel 41E side-by-side shotgun, game scene ‘Jagd’ model, oil-finished straight stock
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E	 Safety
Automatic safety.

E	 Ejectors
Standard equipment. 

E	 Engraving
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock
The buttstock is produced with 
select grade walnut and can be 
supplied according to personal 
preference; either straight or with 
pistol grip and cheek piece.

Merkel 60E
Caliber: 20/76, 16/70 (based on 20 
caliber), 12/76
Choke: improved cylinder - 1/2,  
1/4 - 3/4, 1/2-1/1

Merkel Side-by-Side Shotgun

Merkel 60E

Merkel 60E side-by-side shotgun, custom model with  
‘small English-style arabesques scrolls’, straight stock

Merkel 60E side-by-side shotgun, custom color case hardened model with  
gold inlays, stock with pistol grip and cheek piece

T here is nothing that personifies a 
fine double gun quite like a clas-

sic side-by-side shotgun with true side 
locks and English style stock. Merkel 
still applies a traditional hand polished 
oil finish that gives the wood grain a 
unique character and exquisite appear-
ance. Merkel is also the only major 
gun manufacturer in the world that 
produces shotguns of this type entirely 
in-house under strict quality assurance 
controls. 

E	 Locking mechanism
Intricate Merkel side locks with 
safety catch levers.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Excellent double trigger.
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Merkel Side-by-Side Shotgun

Merkel 61E

Merkel 61E
Same specifications as Merkel 60E, 
remarkably slim 28-caliber based 
action
Caliber: 28/70, .410
Choke: improved cylinder - 1/2  
(cal. 28), 1/2-1/1 (cal. .410)

Merkel 61E side-by-side shotgun, 
custom model

D elicate appearance – technical 
features that ensure reliability 

and outstanding performance...time 
after time. The Merkel 61E featuring 
the same petite profile and handling 
characteristics of the Merkel 41E yet 
with elegant and ornately engraved 
side locks.

E	 Features
The Merkel 61E’s specifications 
and features are the same as for the 
Merkel 60E.

Merkel 61E side-by-side shotgun, game scene ‘Jagd’ model, oil-finished straight stock

Merkel 61E side-by-side shotgun, custom model, oil-finished straight stock
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Caliber 12/76 Caliber 20/76 Caliber 16/70 Caliber 28/70 Caliber .410

40E 50E 60E 40E 50E 60E 40E 50E 60E 41E 61E 41E 61E

Anson Deeley lockwork P P 3 P P 3 P P 3 P 3 P 3

Side locks 3 3 P 3 3 P 3 3 P 3 P 3 P

Ornamental side plates 3 P 3 3 P 3 3 P 3 3 3 3 3

Receiver caliber 12 P P P 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Receiver caliber 20 (16) 3 3 3 P P P P P P 3 3 3 3

Receiver caliber 28 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 P P P P

Single trigger p p 3 p p 3 p p 3 p 3 p 3

Single selective trigger p p 3 p p 3 p p 3 p 3 p 3

Double trigger P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Ejectors P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Semi beaver tail forearm p p p p p p p p p p p p p

Barrel length 71cm 71cm 71cm 68cm 68cm 68cm 71cm 71cm 71cm 71cm 71cm 71cm 71cm

Stock with pistol grip and cheek piece p p p p p p p p p 3 3 3 3

Straight stock P P P P P P P P P P P P P

P Standard	           p Option		  3 not available

Key options and features

T he optional features make it easy 
to configure the gun to suit 

personal preferences and needs.
Even the basic model gives the Merkel 
side-by-side a fine appearance that puts 
these classic hunting guns in their 
proper light.
Particularly committed shotgun 
hunters will appreciate being able to 
have the stock for their Merkel side-by-
side shotgun custom tailored.
The table gives an overview of the 
most frequently requested features and 
options. Your authorized dealer will be 
pleased to assist you with available 
options such as, interchangeable bar-
rels, stock styles, custom engravings, 
etc.

‘Simple arabesque’ engraving

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving, choice of 
game motifs

‘Simple arabesque’ engraving with  
ornamental  side plates

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving with  
ornamental side plates
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Merkel combination rifle/shotguns:
		  the core of continental tradition

Merkel 260 side-by-side  
combination, game scene ‘Jagd’ model

P ure tradition. The combination of 
shotgun and rifle in one gun is a 

common European hunting tradition. 
It is quite likely that the first ever com-
bination hunting gun of this type was 
built somewhere on the old continent. 

But it is not only gun collectors who 
treasure this gun; users also appreciate 
the various side-by-side shotgun or 
side-by-side rifle configurations  
available.
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Merkel 240
Quality walnut buttstock.
Shotgun caliber: 20/76
Choke: 1/1 (1/2 for steel shot)
Rifle caliber: 7x65R, 8x57IRS, 
9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 102cm
Weight: approx. 3.5kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel 250
Technical specifications the same as 
Merkel 240, with ornamental side 
plates, ‘simple arabesque’ engraving, 
select walnut.

Merkel 260
Technical specifications the same as 
Merkel 240, except true side locks, 
‘simple arabesque’ engraving, very 
nicely grained walnut.

T echnical specifications and op-
tional features for Merkel combi-

nation rifle/shotguns are the same as 
those for Merkel side-by-side shotguns 
on pages 82 and 86.

E	 Locking mechanism
Merkel 240 and 250: Anson 
Deeley lockwork with cocking 
indicators to show when the locks 
are cocked.
Merkel 260: Intricate Merkel side 
locks with safety catch levers.

E	 Breech
Steel receiver with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long-lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger with front set 
trigger.

E	 Safety
Automatic safety.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock 
Pistol grip, cheek piece and 
hogback comb.

E	 Interchangeable barrels
for 20 gauge side-by-side shotguns 
or side-by-side rifles.

Merkel 240 side-by-side combination, game scene ‘Jagd’ model

Merkel 260 side-by-side combination, game scene ‘Jagd’ model

Merkel Combination Rifle/Shotgun 

Merkel 240

Merkel 250

Merkel 260
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Merkel side-by-side rifles:
		  Express first class.

M erkel double rifles virtually 
personify the renaissance of 

these fine hunting guns. The well 
renowned Suhl tradition of hand 
crafted quality combined with techni-
cal finesse exudes a special charm.
The side-by-side rifle has  successfully 
proven its self on its home turf, the 
European driven hunt, and is now 
relished and appreciated worldwide 
in the field and on elevated hunting 
stands.

Merkel gunmakers kept their focus 
on the ideal form for these rifles by 
creating a design that is slim, respon-
sive and elegant. Two frame sizes are 
utilized to perfectly match each rifle 
to the size of its respective caliber. The 
wide range of available customized 
options fulfills and exceeds the expec-
tations of true hunting aficionados 
worldwide. 

Merkel 150 custom model. Caribou motif 
in fine Bulino, garnished with English 
scroll and fine gold line inlay.
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T echnical specifications and 
optional features for Merkel side-

by-side rifles are the same as those for 
Merkel side-by-side shotguns on pages 
82 and 86.

E	 Locking mechanism
Merkel 140 and 150: Anson Deeley 
lockwork with cocking indicators 
to show when the locks are cocked.
Merkel 160: Intricate Merkel side 
locks with safety catch levers.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long-lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger with front set 
trigger is standard. Single trigger 
available as an option.

E	 Safety
Automatic safety.

E	 Ejectors
Available as an option.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock 
Stock with pistol grip, with or 
without cheek piece.

E	 Interchangeable barrels
20 gauge side-by-side shotgun 
barrels or side-by-side rifle barrels 
in a variety of calibers are available 
for this series.

Merkel 140
Quality walnut stock  
Caliber: 6.5x57R, 7x57R, 7x65R, 
.308 Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser, 
8x57IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: approx. 102cm
Weight: approx. 3.6kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

Merkel 150
Technical specifications as for Merkel 
140, with ornamental side plates, select 
walnut.

Merkel 160
Technical specifications the same as 
Merkel 140, except with true side 
locks, very nicely grained walnut.

Custom Merkel 160  
side-by-side rifle 

Merkel 140 side-by-side rifle, game scene ‘Jagd’ model 

Custom Merkel 160 side-by-side rifle

Merkel Side-by-Side Rifle

Merkel 140

Merkel 150

Merkel 160
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Merkel 141 side-by-side rifle,  
‘Jagd’ model, single trigger

T he fine contours of the Merkel 
141 side-by-side rifle resulting 

from the compact action make this 
very slim side-by-side rifle particularly 
impressive. 

E	 Locking mechanism
Merkel 141: Anson Deeley 
lockwork.
Merkel 161: Intricate Merkel side 
locks with safety catch levers.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long-lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger with front set 
trigger. Single trigger available 
as an option.

E	 Safety
Automatic safety.

E	 Ejectors
Available as an option.

E	 Barrels
This picture-perfect gun is 
particularly responsive thanks to 
the short 55cm soldered barrels. 

E	 Muzzle adjustment
For vertical and horizontal align-
ment of the barrels with one an-
other. This feature can be utilized 
to regulate both barrels to the 
same point of impact when chang-
ing ammunition or optical sights 
without the need for resoldering.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock 
Beaver-tailed forearm for perfect 
handling.

E	 Weight
3.0kg (depends on caliber and 
wood density)

Merkel 141
Quality walnut stock
Caliber: 6.5x57R, 7x57R, 7x65R, 
.30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 55cm
Overall length: 97cm

Merkel 161
Technical specifications as for Merkel 
141, but with true side locks and very 
finely grained walnut.

Merkel 141 side-by-side rifle, game scene ‘Jagd’ model, single trigger

Merkel 161 side-by-side rifle,  
game scene ‘Jagd’ model, equipped with driven-hunt sight

Merkel Side-by-Side Rifle with Compact Receiver 

Merkel 141

Merkel 161
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140 150 160 141 161

Anson Deeley lockwork P P 3 P 3

Side locks 3 3 P 3 P

Ornamental side plates 3 P 3 3 3

 Standard action P P P 3 3

Compact action 3 3 3 P P

Double trigger with set trigger P P P P P

Single trigger p p 3 p 3

Ejectors p p p p p

Muzzle adjustment 3 3 3 P P

Rifle/shotgun combination barrel p p p 3 3

Cal. 20/76 shotgun barrel p p p 3 3

P Standard	          p Option		  3 not available

D ifferent actions and features 
make it easy to configure a 

Merkel side-by-side rifle to suit per-
sonal tastes. The table summarizes 
the many optional technical features 
available. Your authorized dealer 
can assist you regarding all available 
options such as interchangeable barrels, 
stock styles, custom engravings, etc.

‘Small arabesque’ engraving

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving, choices of 
game motifs

‘Small arabesque’ engraving with 
ornamental side plates

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving with 
ornamental side plates

Key options and features
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Merkel Safari side-by-side rifles:
		  for the pursuit of dangerous game. 

Merkel 140A side-by-side 
rifle, .470 N. E. caliber, custom 
model with octagonal barrels, finest 
English-style arabesque engrav-
ing, discrete gold inlaid borders. 
Corresponding engraving motif, also 
with fine gold line inlay on barrel 
breech, top lever and front sight base.

T he hunt for dangerous game has 
its own set of rules. Rifles used 

for this type of adventure must fulfill 
very specific, demanding requirements. 
In addition to proven high-power, 
large game calibers, Merkel A Class 
double rifles offer everything a hunter 
needs for a successful and safe Safari. 

Robustness, reliability and intuitive 
handling – these are the characteristics 
that matter when every split second 
counts.
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E	 Stock 
A strong straight combed stock 
coupled with perfect balance is 
essential for quick instinctive 
shots when using open sights. An 
optional stock with hogback comb 
is available for hunters who prefer 
an optical sight.

E	 Interchangeable barrels
Interchangeable barrels in a variety 
of suitable calibers are also available 
for Safaris that combine the pursuit 
of dangerous game with plains 
game.

E	 Barrels 
Octagonal barrel sets available as 
an option.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard. Other engraving options 
the same as for side-by-side rifles 
on page 102.

Merkel 140A side-by-side rifle
Stock: Quality walnut
Caliber: .375 H&H Mag., .416 Rigby, 
.470 N. E., .500 N. E.
Barrel length: 60cm
Overall length: 102cm
Weight: approx. 4.6kg

Merkel 160A side-by-side rifle
Technical specifications as for Merkel 
140A, but with true side locks and 
very finely grained walnut stock.

M erkel’s Safari rifles are perfectly 
designed for the stringent 

demands of hunting dangerous game. 
Details such as the open sights and 
the design of the triggers are based 
upon one hundred years of experience 
producing these specialized hunting 
rifles. 

E	 Locking mechanism
Merkel 140A: Anson Deeley lock-
work with cocking indicators to 
show when the gun is cocked.
Merkel 160: Intricate Merkel side 
locks with safety catch levers.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Very strong,  
long-lasting and solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger, no set trigger. 

E	 Safety
Manual safety.

E	 Extractor
The strong extractor pulls the 
empty case out of the chamber 
every time. E	 Sights

The Express ‘V’ sight with folding 
leaf is well suited for either quick or 
deliberate shots. 

Merkel 140A side-by-side rifle, ‘Standard’ model

Custom Merkel 160A side-by-side rifle

Merkel Safari Side-by-Side Rifle

Merkel 140A

Merkel 160A



Illustration Drillinge
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T o a large extent, the reputation 
of Suhl’s gunmakers rests on 

the Drillings, which they have pro-
duced for over 100 years. Today, true 
three-lock Drillings made exclusively 
by Merkel, are very rare. They are 
technical masterpieces with impressive 
mechanical finesse and elegance.

Merkel offers the perfect solution for 
every type of hunting style. The classic 
Drilling is the traditional general 
purpose hunting gun. Today, the 
combination rifle/shotgun Drilling 
with large and small caliber is ideal in 
many areas. The double rifle Drilling 
is particularly well suited  for use in 
European driven hunts. A Merkel 
Drilling stands out in any hunting 
situation.

Custom Merkel 96K Drilling. Color case 
hardened with thistle leaf engraving and 
inlaid silver contour lines on the breech 
and barrel breech end.

Improve the odds:
		  Merkel Drillings.
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T echnically speaking, Merkel sets 
its own high standards. A single 

cocking slide is all that is needed 
to control all of the functions on a 
Merkel Drilling. This ensures that 
handling is safe and easy.

All Merkel Drillings are based on the 
96K system. 
All types of interchangeable barrel 
configurations, such as Drilling, 
combination rifle/shotgun Drilling or 
double rifle Drilling, can be fitted to 
the same receiver.

E	 Locking mechanism
Merkel system with Blitz locks and 
manual cocking for lower barrel.
Safety and selector integrated in a 
three-position cocking slide.

E	 Breech
Steel action with Greener-style 
cross bolt and double conventional 
bottom bite. Long-lasting and 
solid.

E	 Trigger
Double trigger with front set 
trigger.

E	 Barrels
Configured as a short Drilling  
with a 55cm barrel, the gun is 
particularly responsive, even in 
confined hunting stands.

E	 Barrel set
Stress relieved soldering results in 
excellent balance, low weight and a 
slender profile.

E	 Interchangeable barrels
Interchangeable barrels for 
optional combination rifle/shot-
gun Drilling, Drilling or double-
rifle Drilling.

E	 Scope mount
Combination rifle/shotgun and 
double rifle Drilling includes 
provision for pivot mount.

E	 Engraving 
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheek piece and 
hogback comb. Half beaver tail 
option available for forearm.

Three-position cocking slide in rear 
position: The locks for the upper barrels are 
cocked and the safety is on; the lock for the 
lower barrel is decocked.

Three-position cocking slide in center 
position: The locks for the upper barrels are 
cocked and the safety is off; the lock for the 
lower barrel is decocked.

Three-position cocking slide in forward 
position: The locks for the upper barrels are 
cocked, the safety for the left barrel is off, 
the safety for the right barrel is on, the lock 
for the lower barrel is cocked and ready to 
shoot.

Merkel 96K Drilling, ‘Standard’ model
Suhl claw mount

Merkel Drilling 96K

Drilling

Combination Rifle/Shot Gun Drilling

Double Rifle Drilling
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96K double-rifle Drilling,  
game scene ‘Jagd’ model 

96K Drilling
Shotgun caliber: 12/76, 20/76
Choke: 1/2 - 1/1, 1/4 - 3/4 
(1/4-1/2 for steel shot)
Rifle caliber: .222 Rem., 5.6x52R, 
6.5x55, 6.5x57R, 7x57R, 7x65R, 
.308 Win., .30R Blaser, .30-06, 
8x57IRS, 9.3x74R
Barrel length: 55cm
Overall length: approx. 98cm
Weight: from 3.1kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

96K combination 	
rifle/shotgun Drilling
Shotgun caliber: 20/76
Choke: 1/1 
(1/2 for steel shot)
Large caliber: .30-06, 8x57IRS, 
9.3x74R
Small caliber: .222 Rem., 5.6x52R
Barrel length: 55cm
Weight: from 3.6kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

96K double-rifle Drilling
Rifle caliber: 8x57IRS, 9.3x74R
Shotgun caliber: 20/76 
Choke: 1/1 
(1/2 for steel shot)
Barrel length: 55cm
Overall length: approx. 98cm
Weight: approx. 3.6kg (depends on 
caliber and wood density)

‘Simple arabesque’ engraving (standard), 
color case hardening (option)

Game scene ‘Jagd’ engraving

Merkel 96K combination rifle/shotgun Drilling, game scene ‘Jagd’ model

Custom Merkel 96K double-rifle Drilling 

Merkel Drilling 96K

Drilling

Combination Rifle/Shot Gun Drilling

Double Rifle Drilling
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T he ornamental side plates of 
Merkel’s 96KS series are a 

special design feature which gives this 
traditional hunting gun a distinctively 
elegant appearance. The ‘96KS’ model 
is available as a Drilling, combination 
rifle/shotgun Drilling or double-rifle 
Drilling.

E	 Features
The technical specifications for the 
96KS Drillings are the same as for 
the 96K Drilling series.

E	 Ornamental side plates
An attractive optional feature that 
effectively underscores the elegance 
of the gun.

E	 Interchangeable barrels
Interchangeable barrels for op-
tional Drilling, combination rifle/
shotgun Drilling or double-rifle 
Drilling.

E	 Engraving
‘Simple arabesque’ engraving is 
standard.

E	 Stock
Pistol grip, cheek piece and hog-
back comb. Half beaver tail option 
available for forearm.

Merkel Drilling 96KS

Drilling

Combination Rifle/Shot Gun Drilling

Double Rifle Drilling

The ‘Jagd’ model standard engraving 
pattern compromises a choice of  
hand-engraved game motifs.

Merkel 96KS combination rifle/shotgun Drilling, 
game scene ‘Jagd’ model 
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Engravings from Merkel’s workshop.
The art of differentiation.

E ven the Stone Age hunters deco-
rated their hunting weapons. It 

is hard to say whether this originated 
as a matter of aesthetics or a belief 
in magical powers to make the hunt 
successful. In any case, even today, few 
hunters can escape the allure of a finely 
engraved classic hunting gun. 

Merkel’s engravers are virtuosos who 
have mastered the entire spectrum 
of styles and techniques: vivid game 
scenes and ornamentation in the 
classic style, from relief to deep relief 
and combinations with precious metal 
inlays and color case hardening. The 
gunmaker, stock maker and engraver 
combine their efforts to create an 
individualized work of art.

A few suggestions for taking advantage 
of the many choices for making your 
‘Merkel’ a reflection of your personal-
ity are included here. We would be 
pleased to assist you with advice on 
how you can transform your wishes 
and ideas into reality.

‘Suhler relief’ with
chiseled base

Deep relief engraving with animated
game motifs and leaf ornaments

Fine English scroll ornamentation  Color case hardening combined 
with precious metal inlay
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Talent, style, experience and technique

T he decorative work of the en-
graver complements the technical 

side of the hunting gun and makes it a 
unique entity with artistic worth.
 This is often reflected in the truism 
that less is in fact more. 
An individualized engraving in no 
way demands an unlimited budget. 
Transforming an idea into reality and 
making a statement is what makes 
creating an individualized hunting 
gun a pleasure.
About a dozen engravers and master 
engravers, most from the academy in 
Suhl, artistically decorate Merkel guns 
using a hammer, burin and chisel. 
Each individual idea and every style, 
from deep relief to fine Bulino, is 
skillfully etched into the scene by our 
engravers.

To demonstrate his skill as an engraver, 
Ralf Weiss took a different route when 
creating a side-by-side shotgun: the 
fine-chiseled small game scene is inlaid 
in yellow and red gold. A covering 
engraving of fine small English scrolls 
frames the medallions.

 

Engraver Dorothee Holland-Merten, one 
of the most accomplished engravers in 
Merkel’s workshop.

S tyle, motif, materials – the 
variables and options when 

creating a fine hunting gun are 
virtually endless. The Merkel 40E 
side-by-side shotgun shown below is 
an example of the spell-binding effect 
that can be achieved with a very simple 
setting.

 

The silver inlaid fox provides a tasteful 
contrast with the color case hardened 
receiver. The motif is framed by deeply 
chiseled and sharply cut arabesques. 
The two side-by-side rifles on the left 
show examples of relief engravings 
with chiseled base and deeply chiseled 
motifs.

Merkel 160 side-by-side rifle, relief engraving with chiseled base

Merkel 140 side-by-side rifle, with deep chiseled Mouflon sheep medallions, garnished with 
arabesque and floral ornamentation on a chiseled base.

Merkel 40E side-by-side shotgun, color case hardening, small game scene in silver, discreetly 
engraved with lush fantasy foliage on the receiver and the barrel breech.

Merkel 60E side-by-side shotgun, small game medallions, two-color gold inlay.  
Covering ‘English-style arabesque’, engraving, small scrolls
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A very unique Merkel 60E side-by-
side shotgun. Fully covered with 

finest ‘English scroll’ and medallions 
with exquisite gold inlaid game scenes. 
Sharply cut motifs on the trigger 
guard and the barrel breech add a har-
monius finishing touch. The elegant 
shape of the fully engraved forearm 
latch and trigger guard perfectly 
compliments the artistic style of 
this fine double gun.

O rnamentation engraving is one 
of the great classic engraving 

styles. Various types of fine ‘English 
scrolls’ are found most frequently. Leaf 
or floral ornaments such as oak, thistle 
or grapevine engravings are often used 
for decoration.

The 140A Africa rifle with octagonal 
barrels has arabesque engraving with a 
bouquet. Fine gold inlaid lines accent 
the contours of the receiver, top lever, 
barrel breech end and trigger guard.

Ornamentation – playing with shapes.
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The blue tone – 
		 individualization based on color case hardening.
 

T his custom ‘Weimar’ KR1 has 
a particularly extravagant look. 

The bolt housing and trigger plate are 
made of steel and are color case hard-
ened. The deluxe ornamentation and 
game motif engraving is appropriately 
enhanced with gold inlays.

O ne-of-a-kind: This Merkel 
60E side-by-side shotgun is 

an example of how expressively color 
case hardening can be combined 
with gold inlays. Game motif in relief 
decorated with gold inlaid ivy leaves 
and contour lines. The bird motifs on 
the side plates are expertly accented 
by whetting. The result is the perfect 
interplay of the sophistication of gun-
making and the art of engraving.
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Combinations of styles and materials.

D rilling 96K, color case hardened.
 The engraving is deep chiseled 

with partly chiseled base. The two 
sides of the action are almost com-
pletely covered by a bouquet of light 
silver whetted thistle blossoms and 
decorative thistle leaves. Discreetly 
framed with inlaid silver threads that 
follow the gun‘s contours.
The engraving continues on the upper 
and underside of the receiver and 
extends to the barrel breech end and 
trigger guard.

M aster class over and under guns: 
On the left is a 2002E special 

edition over and under shotgun with 
a color case hardened action and gold 
inlaid birds, surrounded by silver  
inlaid oak-leaf-arabesque and floral 
enhancements, repeated on the 
barrel breech and top lever, together 
with deep-chiseled oak leaves on the 
receiver.

C olor case hardening with 
exclusive full coverage fantasy 

foliage engraving on chiseled base and 
gold inlaid small game hunting scenes 
in the medallion on both sides. The 
scenes are finely textured and shaded. 
The intricate decoration continues on 
the end of the barrel breech and on 
many other small surfaces.
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Commanding relief or fine Bulino –  
attention to detail.

One of engraver Karola Knoth’s greatest artistic strengths,  
is her ability to create detailed sketches as a concept for her  
intricate engraving themes.

U ltra-fine lines and shaded 
highlights are the hallmark 

of Bulino style engraving. Detailed 
sketched artwork is the basis for 
creating scenes that exude realism 
and exquisite character. The discrete 
arabesque ornamentation completes an 
overall elegant composition.  

T he detailed animated small game 
scenes and relief engravings on 

this side by side shotgun almost seem 
to „come to life“. All three sides of the 
action, the top lever, trigger guard and 
barrel breech end are fully covered. 
The gold inlays are effective focal 
points. 
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Game scenes: reflections of the hunt.

T he style repertoire of Merkel’s 
engravers is as multifaceted as 

the hunt itself. The entire engraving 
design theme is oriented toward the 
type of game that is hunted using 
the particular gun, along with the 
natural setting in which it is found. 
This creates a harmonious, coherent 
overall presentation. The four side-by-
side rifles on this page are excellent 
examples.

European red stag scene in relief with 
chiseled base engraving. Ivy decoration 
on the receiver and breech end of the 
barrel.

African adventure: herd of elephants 
in fine relief on chiseled base. Bouquet 
ornamentation.

 

Memories of Asia: Medallions of water 
buffalo and crocodiles in deeply 
chisled, lush bamboo.

Exclusive Safari rifle with gold kudu, 
leopard and lion. Richly covered with 
arabesque engraving and bouquets ac-
cented with gold inlays. 
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The whole is greater than the sum of its parts –  
							       the ultimate 96KS Drilling.

A Merkel hunting gun is always 
the perfect illustration of total 

harmony. The engraving style, the 
buttstock, and the technical features 
are all thoughtfully combined to create 
a classic masterpiece for the field.

E very aspect of the gunmaker’s art 
can be seen on this Merkel 96KS 

Drilling. This luxury exhibition piece 
glistens with precision and is also a 
feast for the eyes.
The finest select grade walnut  is 
carefully fitted and polished by hand. 
The forearm is elegant and the beaver 
tail and tulip provide a positive and 
comfortable grip.
 

The forearm latch and the oval pistol 
grip cap are excellent examples of how 
each part is meticulously detailed. 
Each piece is discretely and tastefully 
engraved in a way that  perfectly 
compliments the overall style of the 
firearm.
The animal motifs of red stag, deer 
and foxes in relief depict the hunting 
environment where Drillings are 
traditionally used. The medallions 
are bordered by elegant gold wire 
ornamentation.

All surfaces are garnished with fine 
oak-leaves. The barrel breech, forearm 
latch, cocking slide, trigger guard, 
pistol grip cap and hinged floor plate 
magazine are all tastefully inlaid with 
gold threads and the triggers are gold 
plated. 

The Drilling shown below is a sample of 
master engraver Bernd Ludwig’s creative 
abilities.
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Particularly noteworthy and distinctly unique: 
	 Suhl Master Class.

T oday we can still find gunmak-
ing knowledge and skill in a rare 

and pure form in the workshops of the 
gunmaking town of Suhl.
The extraordinary specimens created 
here are absolutely unique and  
extremely precious. Merkel is the 
number one address for true  
enthusiasts who wish to attain their 
dream of owning such a prized  
possession.

 

For encouragement, we have provided 
some examples of exceptional actions, 
barrel configurations and exclusive 
customized options. We would be 
pleased to assist you with advice 
regarding the endless possibilities that 
are available.

An exceptional break open single 
shot rifle with classic round 

bodied action and external hammer. 
This rifle is also equipped with 
German style set trigger and Suhl 
quick detachable claw mounts.
This masterpiece features fine sharply 
cut leaf engravings and a classic 
German styled buttstock with  
discrete stock carvings.

Excellent handcrafted detail: half-arched 
buffalo-horn trigger guard, fine skeleton 
butt plate with engraved inlays and 
carving. 

Side lock double rifle Drilling, color case 
hardened, covered in the finest English 
scroll with gold inlays and gold plated 
ejectors.

(Right) ‘Waldläufer’ combination rifle/
shotgun: beautiful and rare. Anson locks 
with top pivoted sears, separate manual 
cocking for the small-caliber rifle barrel.

(Far right) double rifle Drilling with 
self-cocking ‘Kronen system’ and external 
hammers.

Side lock Vierling (four barrels) with gold 
wood inlays.

(Below)
Side-by-side shotgun with fancy fine  
chiseled relief engraving.
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Accessories: 
	 The Merkel Lifestyle.

Deluxe gun case 
Available in various configurations for 
shotguns, rifles or combination guns 
with interchangeable barrels, with or 

without scope. Two locks  
(optional combination locks).
 Interior
Velour padded interior, sturdy 
fabric on the outside, leather 
reinforced edges and corners.
MERKEL logo inside and/or 
outside, embossed or gold  

colored.

Gun sheath
Foam-padded sheath for long guns 
with scope. Overall length 130cm, 
zippered outer pocket with MERKEL 

logo and ample space for 
accessories. Synthetic outer 
shell, water repellent, high-
quality imitation leather.

Hinged floor plate cartridge 
carriers and a vast selection of recoil 
pads are just a few of the available 
accessories offered. Forearm tips and 
pistol grip caps comprised of  
contrasting exotic woods also add  
a distinctive look. Ask for details.

‘MERKEL’ baseball cap
khaki green, one size fits all 
(adjustable)

Pique golf shirts
short sleeve, 100 percent cotton, three 
buttons, side slits, khaki green with 
knitted MERKEL logo, M-XXL sizes

Fleece jacket
The full length zipper keeps the wind 
out. This jacket also has two side 
pockets, and one breast pocket. The 
jacket trim and breast pocket are made 
of durable nylon. Sizes available in  
M-XXL

‘Lauscha’  
desktop accessory
made of finest walnut, with 
steel or German silver plate 
with various hand-engraved 
hunting scenes (engraving 
from photograph available upon 
request), hand blown glass pen and 
matching inkwell.

Paper weight
designed to match the desktop 
accessory, made of walnut with color 
case hardened or nitride finish, hand-
engraved steel plate.
(engraving from photograph available 
upon request)
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Mounts and Scopes

A gun is not ready for hunting 
without the proper scope and 

mounting system. The level of quality 
for each component is critical in order 
to achieve the full accuracy potential 
for the system as a whole.
Merkel offers various mounting 
systems for scopes that are perfectly 
matched for each particular firearm. 
These systems all offer absolute stabil-
ity and maximum repeatability when 
mounting or removing the scope. 
Merkel mounts are suitable for every 
type of scope equipped with mounting 
rails or rings.

SAM (Suhl tilt-up mount)
E 	 low line of sight. 
E	 the entire mounting base is located 

on the barrel so that disassembly 
and re-assembly does not affect the 
point of impact.  
Maximum shooting stability. Axial 
forces generated by recoil are com-
pletely absorbed by the base. 

E	 the scope mount is easily installed 
with rotating levers that ‘snap’ 
securely when the mechanism is 
installed.

SSM (Suhl pivot mount)
E 	proven system for breech action 

guns. 
E 	 frequent scope mounting and 

removal do not affect the point of 
impact. 

SEM (Suhl claw mount)
E	 sophisticated, classic mount. 
E	 low line of sight.

SAM mounts are available for most 
common rail systems, ring mounted scopes, 
and for Weaver type scope rings.
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Victory Riflescopes from Carl Zeiss. 
The brilliant Victory high perform-
ance optics offer top efficiency in all 
sectors without making any compro-
mises. Featuring the revolutionary 
Carl Zeiss Advanced Optics System, 
these models are characterised by top 
optical performance, above-average 
fields of view, long eye reliefs, mini-
mum weight and a short design.

Revolutionary quality
and optical performance:
•	 Maximum twilight performance, 

increased transmission in the blue 
spectral range due to ZEISS T* 
multi-coating.

•	 Optimum contrast at the limit of 
the human eye’s resolution.

•	 Minimized stray light component 
even when facing the light.

•	 Extremely wide fields of view.
•	 Large eye relief, mounting 

option up to 90mm eye relief for 
particular safety.

•	 With Advanced Optics System 
(AOS) for excellent optical 
performance and sturdiness with 
minimum weight and short cons-
truction length.

•	 Unique, patented ZEISS mounting 
rail, simple mounting and high 
value retention.

•	 All models also with fast reticle 
adjustment feature.

Overview of the ZEISS Victory series:

Model Standard reticle Illuminated reticle Exit pupil Twilight performance FOV (m/100m) Lenght [mm] Weight [g]

Victory Varipoint 1,1-4x24T* p 0 14.8-6 3.1-9.8 36.0-10.3 300 477/450

Victory Varipoint 1,5-6x42T* p 0 15.0-7 4.2-15.9 24.0-6.9 325 550/525

Victory Varipoint 2,5-10x42T* p 0, 54, 56 15.0-4.2 7.1-20.5 14.5-4.0 325 550/525

Victory Varipoint 2,5-10x50T* p 0, 54, 56 15.0-5.0 7.1-22.4 14.5-4.0 325 580/545

Victory Varipoint 3-12x56T* p 0, 54, 56 14.7-4.7 8.5-25.9 12.5-3.5 357 640/605

Victory Diavari 1,5-6x42T* 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11 p 15.0-7.0 4.2-15.9 24.0-6.9 312 467/440

Victory Diavari 2,5-10x42T* 4, 8, 11 p 15.0-4.2 7.1-20.5 14.5-4.0 312 465/440

Victory Diavari 2,5-10x50T* 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 42 40, 44, 60, 66 15.0-5.0 7.1-22.4 14.5-4.0 318 522/488

Victory Diavari 3-12x56T* 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 43 40, 43, 44, 60, 66 14.7-4.7 8.5-25.9 12.5-3.5 344 583/549

Victory Diavari 6-24x56T* 4, 43, 61 40, 43, 63 9.3-2.3 16.9-36.7 6.2-1.7 377 -/825

Victory Diavari 6-24x72T* p 40, 43, 63 12.0-3.0 16.9-41.6 6.1-1.7 378 -/1060

	 	 	 	   p not available									                        Weight specifications with/without rail

Varipoint 
For the first time ever, these innovative top-of-the-range 
models from Carl Zeiss combine reticles in the 1st image plane 
with an illuminated dot sight in the 2nd image plane. The consist-
ently sized illuminated dot is strongly contrasted and permits immediate 
concentration on dot and target at any degree of magnification. With infinitely 
adjustable intensity it may be used both in the twilight and also for rapid shooting 
during the day and as such is superior to other illuminated reticles.

Diavari 
The Diavari models feature the same optical and 
ergonomic performance as the Varipoint models, 
however do not feature an illuminated dot in the 2nd 
image plane. They are optionally available with standard 
reticles or twilight-compliant illuminated reticles in the 1st image plane.

Standard reticle for Diavari Illuminated reticle for Diavari Illuminated reticle for Varipoint

Reticle 1 Reticle 4 Reticle 6

Reticle 7 Reticle 8 Reticle 11

Reticle 42 Reticle 43 Reticle 61

Reticle 0 Reticle 40 Reticle 43

Reticle 44 Reticle 60 Reticle 63

Reticle 66

Reticle 0
non illuminated

Reticle 0
illuminated

Reticle 54
magnification 1,5x

non illuminated

Reticle 54
magnification 6x

illuminated

Reticle 56
magnification 1,5x

non illuminated

Reticle 56
magnification 6x

illuminated



Seit 1957 ist Schmidt & Bender der Spezialist für die Entwicklung, Herstellung und ständige Optimierung hochwertiger Zielfernrohre. Im ständigen Dialog mit den Jägern und Anwendern selbst entstand so ein Zielfernrohr-Programm, das heute weltweit 
Maßstäbe setzt. Und immer wieder mit innovativen und praxisgerechten Detaillösungen für Begeisterung sorgt.

Die Zenith-Linie. In jeder Hinsicht mehr fürs Auge. 
Es sind viele Vorzüge, die die Zenith-Linie von Schmidt & Bender 
auszeichnet. Allem voran überrascht das fortschrittliche und 
harmonische Design. Die außergewöhnlich elegante Form des 
Rohrkörpers und die erfreulich kurze Bauart.

Die Posicon-Anzeige. 
Die Kenntnis der Absehenposition ist vor der ersten Montage wichtig, damit dem Büchsenmacher beim Einschiessen nach allen Seiten ein ausreichend großer Verstellweg zur Verfügung 
steht. Mit Posicon ist das sehr einfach: Der Zeiger des Indikators informiert über die Position des Absehens. Mit dem Zeiger im grünen Bereich steht das Absehen innerhalb des quadratischen 
Verstellweges, bei dem eine gegenseitige Beeinträchtigung der Verstellbewegungen ausgeschlossen ist. Der rote Bereich zeigt Einstellreserven, die im Bedarfsfall genutzt werden können, und 
warnt gleichzeitig davor, dass mit einer zu starken Nutzung einer Verstellung die jeweils andere in ihrem Umfang eingeschränkt wird. Eine wiederholgenaue Markierung nach dem Einschiessen 
ermöglicht der silberne Ring am jeweiligen Turm, auf dem der Nutzer auch eigene Markierungen für bestimmte Entfernungen oder unterschiedliche Laborierungen anbringen kann.

Die FlashDot-Technik.
Anders als bei herkömmlichen Leuchtabsehen bietet die FlashDot-Technik in den Zenith-Modellen die Möglichkeit, den Leuchtpunkt je nach jagdlicher Situation  zu- oder wegschalten zu kön-
nen. Der Praxisvorteil: Auf kurzer Distanz, zum Beispiel auf der Schwarzwilddrückjagd, wird der Leuchtpunkt zugeschaltet. Das verbessert die Trefferquote beim flüchtigen Schuss erheblich, da 
er sich von dem dunklen Wildkörper besser als jedes normales Absehen abhebt. Beim Wegschalten des Leuchtpunktes bleibt das normale feine Fadenkreuz erhalten. Damit kann ein Schuss 
auf größere Entfernung abgegeben werden, da kein Punkt das präzise Anvisieren stört. Durch die Weiterentwicklung des eingebauten Strahlenteilers kann diese moderne Leuchteinheit auch 
perfekt in der Dämmerung eingesetzt werden. Nicht zu vergessen: Der Einsatz eines digitalen Chips führt zu einer automatischen Abschaltung der Energiezufuhr nach sechs Stunden. Falls der 
Jäger das Ausschalten des Leuchtabsehens übersieht, bleibt die Energie auch für den nächsten Nachtansitz erhalten. 

Die Convex-Innenschiene.
Die Convex-Innenschiene zeichnet sich durch eine ausgesprochen elegante Linienführung und die Verwendbarkeit filigraner Montageteile aus. Zudem erlaubt diese neuartige Schiene eine 
seitliche Korrektur der Zielfernrohrlage um jeweils 1° nach rechts oder links. Dass sich bei Verwendung der Convex-Innenschiene das Zielfernrohr ohne äußere Beschädigung von einer Waffe auf 
eine andere ummontieren lässt, ist selbstverständlich. Ebenso wie die sichere und vor allem spannungsfreie Montage. Das Ergebnis ist die vollkommene Harmonie von Waffe und Zielfernrohr 
– was besonders die anspruchsvollen Ästheten unter den Jägern begeistert.

Die FlashDot-Absehen.

Der Spezialist mit den zwei Namen.
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Der Spezialist mit den zwei Namen.

Das universellste und vielleicht auch schönste Zielfernrohr der Zenith-Linie. Vergrößerung, Objektivdurchmesser und das 
großes Sehfeld qualifizieren dieses Zielfernrohr für Drückjagd, Pirsch und den Dämmerungs-Ansitz. Durch sein harmonisches 
Äußeres ist es die beste Wahl für kombinierte und hochwertige Jagdwaffen.

Das Absehen befindet sich beim neuesten Zielfernrohr der Zenith-Linie in der zweiten Bildebene und bleibt deshalb beim 
Vergrößerungswechsel unverändert. Sein großes Sehfeld (36 m/100m) macht es zum echten Spezialist für den schnellen 
Schuss auf flüchtiges Wild. Mit etwas Übung kann der Jäger beim Anschlag auf kurze Distanz beide Augen offen lassen und 
hat dadurch den größtmöglichen Durchblick. Ideal auf der Drückjagd oder auf Safari.

Schießen auf weite Entfernungen, wie es besonders auf Jagden im Ausland vorkommt, und der perfekte Einsatz in der 
Dämmerung sind die Domänen dieses Zenith-Modells. Mit der hohen zwölffachen Vergrößerung können auch kleine Ziele 
sehr gut bejagt werden. Durch seine ausgewogene Form wertet es jede Waffe zu einem schönen Gesamtbild auf.

Nachtansitz und Jagd bei schlechtem Licht sind die bevorzugten Einsatzgebiete dieses leistungsstarken, aber kompakten 
Zenith-Modells. Ausgezeichnet mit dem iF Design Award 2003. Durch seine kurze Bauweise kann es besonders gut zur 
Aufrüstung älterer Waffen auf bereits vorhandenen Montagen verwendet werden.

Alle Zenith-Modelle sind in Leichtmetall ohne Schiene (= LM) 
oder in Leichtmetall mit Convex-Innenschiene (= LMC) mit 
verschiedenen Absehen oder mit zuschaltbarem Leuchtpunkt 
und FlashDot-Technik erhältlich.

1,1 – 4 x 24 

1,5 – 6 x42 

2,5 – 10 x56 

3 – 12 x 50

Absehen in 1. BE Absehen in 2. BE

Austrittspupille mm
Dämmerungszahl 
Sehfeld m/100m
Augenabstand in mm
Mittelrohrdurchmesser mm
Objektivdurchmesser mm
Länge mm
Klick-Verstellung mm/100m
Gewicht g unbeleuchtet  LM
 unbeleuchtet  LMC
 beleuchtet  LM
 beleuchtet  LMC
Absehen
FlashDot-Leuchtabsehen

1,1 - 4x24
5,9 - 14,1
3,1 - 9,8
9,2 - 36,0
90
30
24
290
15
537 
552
565
580
A2 - A7 - A9
FD2 - FD7 - FD9 - FD0

1,5 - 6x42
7,0 - 14,4
4,2 - 15,9
6,7 - 21,7
90
30
42
313
10
581 
592
610
633
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9

2,5 - 10x56
5,6 - 14,1
7,1 - 23,6
3,8 - 14,2
90
30
56
330
10
642
667
670
695
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9

3 - 12x50
4,2 - 14,1
8,5 - 24,5
3,2 - 12,4
90
30
50
342
10
618
625
646
653
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9
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The Posicon display.
Knowledge of the recticle position is important before first mounting in order to provide the gunsmith with a sufficient adjustment range into all directions when zeroing. With Posicon this is 
very simple – the indicator always shows the position of the recticle. With the indicator within the green range the recticle is within the square adjustment range. With this, reciprocal inter-
ference of the adjustment movements is excluded. The red range shows adjustment reserves that can be used if needed, and also warns that excessive usage of one adjustment limits the 
range of the respective other adjustment. The silver ring within the corresponding turret, where the user can also mount own markings for certain distances or different bullet loads, enables 
a repeat-accurate marking after zeroing. 

Since 1957, Schmidt & Bender is the specialist for development, manufacturing and continuous improvement of high-quality scopes. The continuous discourse with hunters and users themselves helped to develop a scope 
programme that sets global standards today, and that fills people with enthusiasm with innovative and practical solutions ever and ever again. 

More for the eye in every sense.
There are many advantages that distinguish the Zenith line of 
Schmidt & Bender. Above all the advanced and harmonic design 
is surprising. The extraordinarily elegant shape of the scope and 
the pleasingly short construction. There are many advantages that 
distinguish the Zenith line of Schmidt & Bender. Above all the 
advanced and harmonic design is surprising. The extraordinarily 
elegant shape of the scope and the pleasingly short construction.

The FlashDot technology.
Other than with conventional illuminated recticles, the FlashDot technology in the Zenith models offers the possibility to turn on or turn off the bright dot depending on hunting conditions. The 
advantage in practise: On short distance, like with drive hunting of wild boar, the bright dot is turned on. This significantly improves hit rate with a quick reaction shot, because it better contrasts 
with the dark boar body than any other conventional recticle. When turning off the bright dot, the normal crosshairs will remain. With this, a shot can be made from a larger distance, because 
no dot will interfere precise aiming. The further development of the internal beam splitter also allows utilization of this modern illumination unit at twilight. Also important: The use of a digital 
chip automatically turns off power supply after six hours. If the hunter forgets to turn off the illuminated recticle, he will always be provided with sufficient power for his next night hunting. 

The Convex inner rail.
The Convex inner rail distinguishes itself with a really elegant design and the utilization of filigree mounting parts. In addition, this new rail also allows lateral correction of scope position by 
respectively 1° to the right or left side. It is self-evident that the scope can be removed from a firearm and mounted on another firearm without external damage when using the Convex inner 
rail – just like the safe and tension-free mounting. The result is the perfect harmony of firearm and scope. This will enthuse above all the high-demanding aesthetes amongst the hunters. 

The specialist with the two names.

The Zenith line.  

The FlashDot recticles.

on 

 off

The most universal and, possibly, even the most beautiful scope of the Zenith line. Magnification, lens diameter and a wide 
field of view make this scope perfect for drive hunting, deerstalking and twilight hunting. Its harmonic exterior design 
makes it the best selection for combined and high-quality hunting firearms. 

With the most recent scope of the Zenith line, the recticle is located in the second focal plane, so its size remains constant 
throughout the magnification range. Its larger field of view (36  m/100  m) makes it perfect for a quick reaction shot on 
running game. After some practice, the hunter can keep open both eyes while placing a precise shot on short distance and 
thus he is provided with the best possible view – perfect for drive hunting or safaris. 

Long-distance shootings, as it occurs above all when hunting abroad, and the perfect use during twilight are the advantages 
of this Zenith model. With its wide 12x magnification range also small targets can be easily hunted. With its well-balanced 
shape it upgrades any firearm to a beautiful overall picture. 

Night hunting and hunting with bad light conditions are the preferred fields of application of the powerful, but compact 
Zenith model. It is awarded with the iF Design Award 2003. On account of its short construction, it is especially designed to 
upgrade older firearms with existing mounts. 

All Zenith models are made of light metal and are available without 
rail (= LM) or with Convex inner rail (= LMC) with various recticles or 
with optional bright dot and FlashDot technology.

1.1 – 4 x 24 

1.5 – 6 x42 

2.5 – 10 x56 

3 – 12 x 50

Exit pupil
Twilight factor
Field of view m/100m
Eye distance mm
Central tube diameter mm
Lens diameter mm
Length mm
Click value mm/100mm 
Weight g  not illuminated LM
 not illuminated LMC
 illuminated LM
 illuminated LMC
Recticles
FlashDot illuminated recticles

1.1 - 4x24
5.9 - 14.1
3.1 - 9.8
9.2 - 36.0
90
30
24
290
15
537 
552
565
580
A2 - A7 - A9
FD2 - FD7 - FD9 - FD0

1.5 - 6x42
7.0 - 14.4
4.2 - 15.9
6.7 - 21.7
90
30
42
313
10
581 
592
610
633
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9

2.5 - 10x56
5.6 - 14.1
7.1 - 23.6
3.8 - 14.2
90
30
56
330
10
642
667
670
695
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9

3 - 12x50
4.2 - 14.1
8.5 - 24.5
3.2 - 12.4
90
30
50
342
10
618
625
646
653
A1 - A4 - A7 - A9
FD1 - FD4 - FD7 - FD9

The specialist with the two names.

Recticles in 
1st focal plane

Recticle in 2nd focal plane

NEW

FD 4 FD 9FD 7FD 2FD 1 FD 0



Die Klassik-Linie. Trifft seit Jahren die Herzen der Jäger.
Die Zielfernrohre dieser Modellreihe sind durch konsequente Weiterentwicklung und Modellpflege über die Jahre zu größter Zuverlässigkeit gereift. Ihr tausend–facher Einsatz durch Jäger in den 
rauesten Jagdgebieten der Erde hat den Weltruf von Schmidt & Bender begründet. Sie sind erhältlich mit konstanter und variabler Vergrößerung.

2,5 – 10 x56
Beim nächtlichen Ansitz auf Schwarzwild und bei allen jagdlichen 
Anforderungen mit schlechten Lichtverhältnissen zeichnet sich die-
ses Zielfernrohr besonders aus. Der große Objektivdurchmesser hilft 
das letzte bisschen Licht zu nutzen. Bildhelligkeit und Kontrast ver-
blüffen selbst im Vergleich zu hochwertigsten Ferngläsern.

Klassiker mit konstanter Vergrößerung
8 x 56
Der Spezialist für den nächtlichen Ansitz auf Schwarzwild oder das 
Fuchspassen am Luderplatz. Besonders geeignet für Jäger, die für 
verschiedene jagdliche Einsätze jeweils eine dafür passende Waf-
fe führen. Die hohe Dämmerungsleistung ist das herausragendste 
Merkmal dieses Klassikers.

Klassiker mit variabler Vergrößerung

Der Spezialist mit den zwei Namen.

Austrittspupille mm
Dämmerungszahl 
Sehfeld m/100m
Augenabstand mm
Mittelrohrdurchmesser mm LM
Mittelrohrdurchmesser mm LMS
Objektivdurchmesser mm
Länge mm
Klick-Verstellung mm/100m
Gewicht g unbeleuchtet LM  
 unbeleuchtet LMS
 beleuchtet LM   
 beleuchtet LMS
Absehen
Leuchtabsehen

2,5 - 10x56
5,6 - 13,8
7,1 - 23,6
4,0 - 13,1
80
30
30
56
385
10
602
628
630
648
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

3 - 12x50
4,2 - 14,4
8,5 - 24,5
3,4 - 11,1
80
30
30
50
350
10
576
600
614
640
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

3 - 12x42
3,5 - 14,0
8,5 - 22,4
3,4 - 11,1
90
30
 –
42
346
10
564
–
594
–
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

4 - 16x50
3,1 - 12,5
11,3 -28,3
2,5 - 8,3
90
30
 –
50
402
5
744
–
–
–
A7, A8, A9, A8 Varm.
– / –

Austrittspupille mm
Dämmerungszahl 
Sehfeld m/100 m
Augenabstand mm
Mittelrohrdurchmesser mm/Zoll
Objektivdurchmesser mm
Länge mm
Klick-Verstellung cm/100 m
Gewicht g unbeleuchtet 
 beleuchtet 
Absehen 
Leuchtabsehen

6 x 42
7,0
15,8
7,0
80
30/1“
42
348
1
472/436
–
A1, A4, A7, A8
–

8 x 56
7,0
21,1
5,0
80
30/1“
56
385
1
605/560
633/588
A1, A4, A7, A8
L1, L3

10 x 42
4,2
20,5
4,0
80
30/1“
42
348
1
472/436
–
A1, A4, A7, A8
–

Der Spezialist mit den zwei Namen.

Die Klassik-Linie Hungaria.
Austrittspupille mm
Dämmerungszahl 
Sehfeld m/100 m
Augenabstand mm
Mittelrohrdurchmesser mm/Zoll
Objektivdurchmesser mm
Länge mm
Klick-Verstellung cm/100 m
Gewicht g unbeleuchtet 
 beleuchtet 
Absehen 
Absehen 
Leuchtabsehen

6 x 42
7,0
15,8
7,0
80

30/1“
42
348
1

472/436
–/–

A4, A7, A8
A1, A4 fein

–

8 x 56
7,0
21,1
5,0
80

30/1“
56
385
1

605/560
633/588

A4, A7, A8
A1, A4 fein

L1, L3

 Um trotz zentriertem Absehen jederzeit seine Position im verfügbaren Verstellweg sichtbar zu machen, wurde die Umdrehungsanzeige entwickelt. Das Display auf den Türmen der Höhen- und 
Seitenverstellung zeigt mit dem schwarzen Punkt im weißen Fenster, wo das Absehen steht. Vor dem Einschießen kann sich der Büchsenmacher mit einem Blick davon überzeugen, dass der 
schwarze Punkt unter dem Buchstaben „M“ steht. So ist sichergestellt, dass zum Einschießen nach allen Seiten ein gleichmäßig großer Verstellweg verfügbar ist. 

 Jagdliche Zielfernrohre werden in der Regel auf eine Entfernung von 100 m parallaxefrei justiert. In den meisten Fällen kommt der Jäger damit gut zurecht. Nur wenn die Entfernungen erheblich 
über 100 m hinausgehen, ist eine im Zielfernrohr eingebaute Justiermöglichkeit auf unterschiedliche Entfernungen sinnvoll. Mit dem von Schmidt & Bender entwickelten Parallaxeausgleich, der 
in einem dritten Verstellturm gegenüber der Seitenverstellung untergebracht ist, kann der Schütze schnell und sicher die Parallaxejustierung auf Entfernungen von 50 m bis unendlich vornehmen. 
Dank der bequemen Handhabung bleibt er während des Justiervorgangs in ständiger Zielerfassung und kann dadurch unmittelbar nach Fixierung der genauen Parallaxeeinstellung schießen. 

Die Leuchtabsehen und Absehen
Der Anspruch an die Gestaltung des Absehens hat sich geändert. Früher war es erforderlich, das „Erahnen“ des Haltepunktes auf dem Wildkörper bei schlechtem Licht durch dicke seitliche 
Balken zu unterstützen. Heute übernimmt der rot beleuchtete Punkt das fein beleuchtete Fadenkreuz die Aufgabe wesentlich besser. Die Gestaltung unserer Leuchtabsehen-Einstellmechanik 
zeigt einmal mehr den direkten Praxisbezug von Schmidt & Bender. Insgesamt kann die Leuchtintensität in 11 Stufen dem Umgebungslicht angepasst werden. Zwischen den einzelnen Beleuch-
tungsstufen wird die Stromzufuhr unterbrochen. So kann der Jäger die Leuchtstufe voreinstellen, und durch ein geringes Weiterdrehen zwischen zwei benachbarten Stufen ausschalten. Dies 
vermeidet das beim Hochdrehen aus der 0-Stellung gegebene Risiko des Überstrahlens und spart gleichzeitig Strom.

Die Leuchtabsehen.

Die Absehen.

L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4 L 7 L 9

A 1 A 2 A 4 A 7 A 8 A 9

146 147

Exit pupil
Twilight factor
Field of view m/100m
Eye distance mm
Central tube diameter mm/inch
Lens diameter mm
Length mm
Click value cm/100m 
Weight g   not illuminated 
 illuminated 
Recticles
Recticles
Illuminated recticles

The specialist with the two names.

The Classic line. Has enthused hunters’ hearts for years.
Over the years, the scopes of this model range developed great reliability on account of consistent further development and model service. Their thousandfold utilization by hunters in the roughest 
hunting regions in the world established the worldwide fame of Schmidt & Bender. The scopes are available with fixed and variable magnification. 

2.5 – 10 x 56
During night hunting for wild boar and during all other huntings 
with bad light conditions this scope demonstrates its great relia-
bility. The large lens diameter makes also use of the least light. 
Brightness and contrast are astonishing, even compared to high-
quality binoculars. 

Classics with fixed magnification.
8 x 56
The specialist during night hunting for wild boar or fox hunting at 
bait places. In particular suitable for hunters who have an individual 
firearm for each different kind of hunting. The high twilight perfor-
mance is the most outstanding property of this classic. 

Classics with variable magnification.

Exit pupil
Twilight factor
Field of view m/100m
Eye distance mm
Central tube diameter mm LM
Central tube diameter mm LMS
Lens diameter mm
Length mm
Click value mm/100mm 
Weight g    not illuminated LM
 not illuminated LMS
 illuminated LM
 illuminated LMS
Recticles
Illuminated recticles

2.5 - 10x56
5.6 - 13.8
7.1 - 23.6
4.0 - 13.1
80
30
30
56
385
10
602
628
630
648
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

3 - 12x50
4.2 - 14.4
8.5 - 24.5
3.4 - 11.1
80
30
30
50
350
10
576
600
614
640
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

3 - 12x42
3.5 - 14.0
8.5 - 22.4
3.4 - 11.1
90
30
 –
42
346
10
564
–
594
–
A1, A4, A7, A8, A9
L1, L3, L4, L7, L9

4 - 16x50
3.1 - 12.5
11.3 -28.3
2.5 - 8.3
90
30
 –
50
402
5
744
–
–
–
A7, A8, A9, A8 Varm.
– / –

Exit pupil
Twilight factor
Field of view m/100m
Eye distance mm
Central tube diameter mm LM/inch
Lens diameter mm
Length mm
Click value cm/100mm 
Weight g    not illuminated 
 illuminated 
Recticles
Illuminated recticles 

6 x 42
7.0
15.8
7.0
80
30/1“
42
348
1
472/436
–
A1, A4, A7, A8
–

8 x 56
7.0
21.1
5.0
80
30/1“
56
385
1
605/560
633/588
A1, A4, A7, A8
L1, L3

10 x 42
4.2
20.5
4.0
80
30/1“
42
348
1
472/436
–
A1, A4, A7, A8
–

The specialist with the two names.

The Classic line Hungaria.

The turn display was developed in order to visualize your position in the available adjustment range despite centred recticle. The display on the turrets of the horizontal and lateral adjustments 
shows the position of the recticle with the black dot in the white window. Before zeroing, the gunsmith can satisfy himself at a glance that the black dot is below the letter “M”. This secures 
that equal-sized adjustment ranges are available for each direction. 

As a rule, hunting scopes are parallax-free adjusted to a distance of 100 m. In the most cases this is a good solution for the hunters. Only if the distance is far beyond 100 m, an adjustment 
possibility for different distances incorporated into the scope is reasonable. The parallax adjustment developed by Schmidt & Bender that is located within a third adjustment turret vice versa the 
lateral adjustment enables the shooter to quickly and safely carry out parallax adjustment from a distances of 50 m up to infinite distances. Thanks to comfortable handling he can permanently 
focus on the target during adjustment, and thus he is able to shoot directly after fixing of the appropriate parallax adjustment. 

Illuminated recticles and recticles.
The requirements for design of recticles have changed. In former times it was necessary to support the “guessing” of the targeted position on the game body with thick lateral bars in case of 
bad light conditions. Now the red illuminated dot or the illuminated crosshairs manage this task even better. The design of our illuminated recticle adjustment mechanics shows once more the 
direct practice-oriented work of Schmidt & Bender. All in all, illumination intensity can be adapted to environmental illumination in 11 levels. Power supply is interrupted between the individual 
illumination levels. So the hunter can preset the illumination level; he can also turn off illumination by slightly turning forward the regulator between two neighbouring levels. This avoids the 
risk of light overshooting when turning upwards from 0 position and thus also saves power. 

Illuminated recticles.

Recticles.

6 x 42
7.0
15.8
7.0
80

30/1“
42
348
1

472/436
–/–

A4, A7, A8
A1, A4 fein

–

8 x 56
7.0
21.1
5.0
80

30/1“
56
385
1

605/560
633/588

A4, A7, A8
A1, A4 fein

L1, L3

L 1 L 2 L 3 L 4 L 7 L 9

A 1 A 2 A 4 A 7 A 8 A 9



The passion for hunting is a responsibility and obligation toward nature  
and its creations. At Merkel, our commitment to respect nature is the most  

important part of our hunting tradition. Our high ethical standards are expressed 
in the fine hunting guns described within this catalog.

 
We wish all hunters good great success and ‘Waidmannsheil!’ 

We thank the following for their kind support:
Forstbetrieb Fürst zu Fürstenberg, Donaueschingen

Bayerische Staatsforstverwaltung, Forstamt Garmisch-Partenkirchen
‘Die Tafelhelden’, Schloss Unterknöringen

Because we continuously enhance and refine our products, specifications and  
features described in this catalog are subject to change. 

We therefore ask for your understanding.
 Guns may only be purchased by those in possession of a valid firearm permit.

 All rights reserved.

 
Merkel Jagd- und Sportwaffen GmbH, Schützenstraße 26, D-98527 Suhl
Phone: +49-3681-854-0, Fax +49-3681-854-203, www.merkel-waffen.de. 

Design, Layout, Copy: Castello Advertising GmbH · Creative Consulting: Fusion Marketing Ltd.
Photography: Kärcher, Buck, Rohleder · Illustration: Andrew Hutchinson · Produced by: Engelhardt & Bauer GmbH



Die Passion zur Jagd ist Verantwortung und Verpflichtung gegenüber der Natur 
und ihren Geschöpfen. Wir von Merkel bekennen uns zur Waidgerechtigkeit 

als wichtigstem Teil unserer Jagdkultur. 
Eine hohe Ethik, die nicht zuletzt in einem edlen Jagdgewehr Ausdruck findet.

Merkel wünscht allen Jägern guten Anblick und Waidmannsheil!

Wir bedanken uns für die freundliche Unterstützung:
Forstbetrieb Fürst zu Fürstenberg, Donaueschingen

Bayerische Staatsforstverwaltung, Forstamt Garmisch-Partenkirchen
‘Die Tafelhelden’, Schloss Unterknöringen

Unsere Produkte werden ständig weiterentwickelt und verfeinert. Wir bitten daher 
um Verständnis, das Änderungen in Ausführung und Technik von den im Katalog 

gezeigten Ausführungen möglich sind. 
Der Erwerb von Waffen ist nur für Inhaber einer Erwerbserlaubnis möglich.

Alle Rechte vorbehalten.  
Merkel Jagd- und Sportwaffen GmbH, Schützenstraße 26, D-98527 Suhl

Tel. +49-3681-854-0, Fax +49-3681-854-0, www.merkel-waffen.de. 

Konzept, Gestaltung, Text: Castello Advertising GmbH · Creative Consulting: Fusion Marketing Ltd.
Fotografie: Kärcher, Buck, Rohleder · Illustration: Andrew Hutchinson · Herstellung: Engelhardt & Bauer GmbH 



Merkel Jagd- und Sportwaffen GmbH 
Schützenstraße 26 · D-98527 Suhl

Tel. +49-3681-854-0 
Fax +49-3681-854-203
info@merkel-waffen.de
www.merkel-waffen.de
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